PLO rebels announce new initiative 

DAMASCUS (R) — Four Syrian-backed Palestinian commando 
groups Wednesday agreed to launch a joint initiative aimed at 
solving the crisis facing the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), the Palestine news agency WAFA reported. WAFA said 
the four groups, which form what it called the "revolutionary 
alliance,'' had forged a “national salvation" plan which would be 
made public next week. It gave no details. The four groups are: 
Ahmad Jibril’s Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP-GC), Fateh rebels opposed the PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, the Syrian-sponsored Al Saiqa and the 
Palestine Struggle Front. WAFA said the plan was aimed at 
‘'confronting challenges and dangers facing the Palestine people 
and solving the PLO crisis." 



f ' * ‘ 

| U.s. blames Iran for tanker attack 

I WASHINGTON (R) The United States Wednesday blamed 
! Iran for an air attack on a Saudi supertanker in the Gulf and said it 

I deplored the raids on shipping in the area. The White House 
reiterated President Reagan’s pledge to keep the Gulf open to 
shipping but administration spokesmen refused to specify what 
would cause U.S. intervention. “We are pledged to do what is 
necessary." spokesman Larry Speakes said. State Department 
| spokesman John Hughes said the administration believed Iranian 
f planes had launched Wednesday's attack on the supertanker 
\ Yanbu Pride off the Saudi coast. “The United States deplores this 
| continued series of attacks on international shipping," he said. He 
5 declined to give the basis of the U.S. information about the attack 
| but the United States has had four sophisticated AW ACS radar 
I aircraft operating in the region since 1980. 
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Sharif Zaid 
leaves for U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T..) — Armed Forced 
Commander-in-Chief 
Lieutenem-General Sharif Zaid 
rbn Shaker left for the United Sta- 
tes Wednesday on an official visit 
expected to last several days. Dur- 
ing the visit Sharif Zaid will hold 
talks with U.S. officials in the cou- 
rse of American- Jordanian per- 
iodical meetings for discussing the 
Kingdom's requirements of def- 
ensive weapons, according to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 
Sharif Zaid was seen off by Army 
Chief-of-Staff Li. Gen. Fathi Abu 
Taleb and his assistants. 


Banks allowed to 
offer higher interests 


AMMAN (Petra) — Commercial 
banks in Jordan can now raise int- 
erest rates offered on saving acc- 
ounts from six to 6V: per cent and 
on fixed deposits from eight to 8 Vi 
per cent, in accordance with new 
regulations issued by the Central 
Bank of Jordan. The measures, 
which aim at encouraging people 
to save more money, have been 
put into force since May, a Central 
Bank spokesman said Wed- 
nesday. 


Rajiv Gandhi backs 
Mideast conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Rajiv Gandhi, 
son of Indian Prime Minister Ind- 
ira Gandhi, has called for the con- 
vening of an international con- 
ference to try to find a just and 
durable settlement for the Pal- 
estine problem, the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra reported 
from New Delhi. Mr. Gandhi, who 
is also secretary general of the rul- 
ing Congress (1) Party, was spe- 
aking at a general conference to 
mark "Palestine Day" organised 
by the party's foreign affairs sec- 
tion. In a message to the con- 
ference, Mrs. Gandhi said that her 
country will continue to offer sup- 
port for the Palestinian people and 
help them regain their rights. 


Tunisia recalls 
envoy to Libya 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President 
Habib Bourguiba has decided to 
recall the head of his country’ s dip- 
lomatic mission in Libya, a sta- 
tement from the Tunisian Foreign, 
Ministry carried by the Tunisian 
news agency TAP said. The move 
follows rising tension between 
Libya and Tunisia after Libya said 
commandos who launched an att- 
ack in the Libyan capital last week 
had come through Tunisian ter- 
ritory. Tunisia has rejected the 
accusation. TAP said on Monday 
that Libya had expelled about 50 
Tunisian workers during the wee- 
kend. 


Barletta elected 
Panama president 


PANAMA CITY (R) — Pan- 
ama's electoral tribunal Wed- 
nesday announced official party 
candidate Nicolas Ardito Barletta 
had won the country’s first pre- 
sidential elections in 16 years of 
military-backed rule. In an early 
morning television appearance 
two of three government- 
appointed judges said Mr. Bar- 
letta. 45, had beaten S2-year-old 
opposition leader Arnulfo Arias 
by 1,713 votes. The judges gave 
no totals. 
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Envoy says Moroccan move aimed at influencing Israeli elections 



PLO 



role in 


Rabat invitation to Israelis 


By Lam is K. Andonl 
and Sal am eh B. Ne'matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


iona! coal ■-»( encouraging Mor- 
occan Jews to L-ave Isr.L-l and 10 
return to Morocco.” 


AMMAN — Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) have denied that 
they had agreed to a visit by an Israeli del- 
egation to Morocco, as a senior PLO officiaS 
Wednesday called for confronting aO att- 
empts “to normalise relations between Mor- 
occo and Israel.* 7 


Envoy defends V!o r 'cco 


The semi-official daily Jor- 
danian Arabic newspaper Sawt Al 
Shaab on Wednesday quoted a 
senior Jordanian source as saying 
Jordan had no relation wha- 
tsoever with the convening of a 
Jewish conference in Morocco and 
the participation by an Israeli del- 
egation in it. The source denied 
Jordan made "any contacts with 
any quarters" on the issue. 

Mr. Farouk Kaddoumi. head of 
the PLO Political Department, 
told- the Jordan Times in a tel- 
ephone interview from Tunis that 
“neither the PLO nor Fateh (the 
mainstream Palestinian com- 
mando group) had any prior kno- 
wledge or contact concerning 
Morocco’s invitation to an official 
Israeli delegation to attend the 
Jewish conference.” 

The Israeli daily Yediot Aha- 
ranot Tuesday quoted Moroccan 
Minister of State Mohammad 
Boucetta as saving that the Mor- 
occan government had informed 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
about the invitation to the Israeli 
delegation and the Moroccan king 
had tacit approval from Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan about it. 

Mr. Kaddoumi expressed sur- 
prise at "efforts to involve the 
PLO in the issue*’ and described 
the invitation to and presence of 
the Israeli delegation at the con- 
ference in Rabat as “an unp- 
recedented step which implies 
dangerous consequences, inc- 
luding the normalisation of rel- 
ations between Morocco and Isr- 


“Consequently. any step t:r att- 
empt to normalise relations bet- 
ween Morocco and Israel should 
be foiled.” he said. 

The participation of the 35- 
member official Israeli delegation, 
led by former Religious Affairs 
Minister Aharon Abuhaizeira. in 
the bi-annual meeting of the Jew- 
ish communities in Morocco has 
provoked a political storm in the 
Arab World. 

Both Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have denied that they had agreed 
to Morocco' s invitation 10 the Isr- 
aeli delegation to Rabat, ar.d rei- 
terated commitment to the Pal- 
estinian cause. 

In a statement issueJ Tuesday 
night by the regional leadership of 
Fateh in Kuwait strongly den- 
ounced the Moroccan move and 
called for an urgent meeting ot 
Arab countries “ to halt the dan- 
gerous downward slide of the Pal- 
estinian cause." 

The opening of the Jewish con- 
ference in Rabat last Sunday cc- 
ncided with the 36th anniversary 
of the establishment of the state of 
Israel, and the Fateh statement 
said that "the timing tnd con- 
vening of the conference on the 
36lh anniversary of the occ- 
upation of Palestine constitutes a 
blatant chuiicngc to the feelings of 
the PaleMinian people.” 

The ‘•uiteneni also sa..! t'l.it the 
participation of ihc Israeli del- 
egation was “a dangerous vio- 
lation which contradicts cur nat- 


In Amman on Wednesday, the 
Moroccan ambassador to Jordan 
said that by inviting the Israeli 
delegation to attend the con- 
ference. his country “indirectly 
serves «he Palestinian cauls' *. 

Mr. Abdullah Laraki told the 
Jordan Times Morocco has invited 
an “ influential" group of par- 
liamentarians from the opposition 
in the Israeli Knesset (parliament) 
to 'influence '.he results" in the 
forthcoming Israeli elections in 
July "in favour of the Palestinians 
and their cause.” 

Mr. Laraki said: "We will exp- 
loit and utilise the presence of rac- 
ial discrimination in Israel to div- 
ert the resulis of the Israeli ele- 
ctions”. 

The participation of the Israeli 
delegation including ! ! par- 
Jiame marten t in the Rabat con- 
ference hc« prmoked protests in 
some Arab countries. Syria rec- 
alled its ambassador in Morocco 
Tuesday. 

Reuters reported from occ- 
upied Jerusalem that members of 
the Israeli delegation in Rabat 
were joined 3i a dinner given ai 
ihc end of the Jewish meeting by 
■■virtually the entire Moroccan 
government as well as by King 
Hassan’ s two sons." 

The agency quotes Moroccan 
Minister of Stale Ahmad A law i as 
proposing so the con.erer.ee the 
setting up of an association for 
peace between Arabs and Jews 
"10 promote peace in Palestine". 

In r.-srvnse to the protests of 
Arab countries. Mr. Lura!;i told 
the Jordan Times that "little has 
been achieved" to serve the Pal- 
estinian cause through "the series 
nf Arab ■MPTiits since □"d 

V III 1 . 

doing ",hc\ ili we nut ”-c « 
achieve." 

The ambassador sasd that Mor- 


occo has (ought for the Arab cause 
in 1 °4S as well as side by side v. it li 
Syria in 1973. " Morocco has 
never ueni back on serving the 
Arab cause " he said. 

Israeli officials in occupied Jer- 
usalem were quoted as saying that 
the official Israeli participation in 
the Rabat conference “appeared 
ro signal an important dev- 
elopment m lsracii-Arab rcl- 
ni ions” 

The officials, while expressing 
caution, -aid ihc Israeli presence 
at the conference “renewed ’.heir 
hopes" oi the emergence 01 a 
“ moderate Arab bloc” led by 
Egypt and Vjoroeco. willing to 
“talk openly” with Israel about 
solutions to tiie Middle East pro- ! 
blems. 

The Moroccan daily newspaper 
Al Bayane said in an editorial 
Wednesday that lire visit did not 
mean Morocco had renounced its 
uiia; support f»»r ihc "inalienable 
national rights of the Palestinian 
people" and stressed that Israel 
must jccep* the Palestinians’ right 
to an independent state. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir was quoted by the Ass- 
ociated Press as saying Wed- 
nesday that the imitation of the 
Israeli delegation to Morocco 
"underscored the widening acc- 
eptance of israel in the Arab 
Worid as a fact of life." 

Also in Amman, the Jordanian 
Protessioi »ii Assoc, it ms U m« -a 
issued a stale men; Tuesday in 
winch they .l-ennuroed sh_» hold in-; 
of I he .!■„:» isii conference i'i Rub... 
and called on Arab Lre.er, .0 
denounce t'v even : n.i ■ > ion ■ .; 
unified stand again:-: u. 

The associations were quoted 
by Al Ru’i newspaper in an articic 
publi<hed Wednesday as savs-g 
that the conference rev <,*.’• ied 
■■aggressive provocation" ol i lie 
leciing*. oj people in ihc Arab and 
Istemic woods. 

Kine U<rv,;-r iiv r-.-n tea- 

i:v -o-.’.t” • Org- 
anisation ol Islamic i 'orSc'cnce 
(QIC). 



ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Wednesday receives the credentials oi‘ the newly- 
uponimed ambassadors to Jordan of Brazil and 
Denmark, Mr. Feliks Varia (iefii. and Mr. Niels 


Tiliish respectively. The separate ceremonies were 
attended by Royal Court Chief Marwan AI Qasem 
(to the Regent's left). Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Orieh (to v?r. ijascin's left) and Foreign Minister 
Taher .AJ Vlasri (Petra photo) 



camp, 

blow up houses and detain 150 


Si DON. Lebanon ^ Agencies* — 
Israel: troops stormed a Pai- 
cMimnn refugee camp near here 
7ycs-2.i\ r,i giu and hJcvv up Zn 
lumv-s. !-:iiiiv.-_ oi vvi. unJIng 2“ 
p.-’ T-ie .dejpi-g ir’aive. and arr- 
esiing mon. t!;,.n : f.i, ..cenrdfng ! t 
security snurce:, and eyewitnesses 
quoted by various news, agencies 
Wednesday. 

Resident? u: die camp on the 
c Jge ic'S'Jor’. -i) kilometre* south 
of Beiiut. said i he Israeli occ- 
nnaiim) t»i r ce blew doors off the 
home-- of some Viii-es be lore 
m.ikir.g «r rests and b’ev- up oilier 
“cuv-e' before leaving die camp in 
‘he eariv morning darVn : -s. 

t'-'i .VM.-ieiKs suid about I5<1 
” ere arrested. ami h.:s- 
: i ■’ . .* :i-.' n: L-.< 20 -reo- 

pie •’••••re ."-'.'red .n the Israeli oe-- 
!.'• 1 1 

Tl;i -.ve in ;ne camp, where more 
2b U!*it Ps;WiintMr. refue.ccs 


in the camp. It also followed by 
one day a statement by an 
Isracit-bnckcd militia leader that 
lie hoped his force could “in the- 
near “jure" lake over “security 
•Junes" from Israel: troops in 
SiMiili Lebanon. 


Derronslrations renewed 


a* 




►fie 


ni-c-J 


Nati. -ns as rc^dono. led rep-irie.'s 
io •-•e'er::! L-velJevl or damage J 
liouies thfv s«iil f he !sr;*e»'- nn.l 

hJ.v-.7- .; r . 


The raid by the Israelis early 
WedneS-Iav set off a further dem- 
onstration ’by about residents oi 
the camp later in ihc day. They 
ngcu slogans supporting Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
; PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
iuid denouncing Israel. 

“ By our souls and our blood, we 
s.iet if icc tor v-tj. A’-m Amur (Mr. 
A ratal ; ." the crowd chanted. 

Oilier chants were “revolution 
until victory” and “vve were bom 
:o fighting th : enemies nf 
God." 

vli? -i of tiie demonstrators were 
v-omen and children, but some 
vming men. including a few car- 
", .*’2 httnirj: ri'le'v wen- 


Tension rises in Gulf as Kuwait 
accuses Iran of attacking tankers 


Ir 


BAHRAIN (R) — A Saudi Ara- 
bian tanker set ablaze in Saudi 
waters and a charge by Kuwait 
that Iran has hit its shipping in the 
Gulf Wednesday heightened int- 
ernational tension over the esc- 
alating war between Iran and Iraq. 

The Kuwaiti statement, the first 
open accusation by a Gulf country 
that Iran has launched attacks on 
merchant shipping in the Gulf, 
came after an emergency meeting 
of the Kuwaiti cabinet. 

Only hours earlier. Gulf shi- 
pping sources reported the 
212.000 deadweight ton sup- 
ertanker Yanbu Pride hit by an 
unidentified aircraft in a missile 
attack in Saudi waters, eight kil- 
ometres north of the big Saudi 
industrial port of Jubail. 

The attack on the pariiaUv- 
loadsd tanker, at around 10.15 
a.m. (0715 GMT), was the fifth on 
tankers in the waterway in three 
days. Fire which broke out in a 
starboard hold was extinguished 
and no injuries were reported 
among the 30 or so crew. 

The Kuwaiti statement, fol- 


lowing earlier missile aitvCks on 
two Kuwaiti tankers on Sundav 


and Monday . said: "Ji has been 


confirmed that ’.he planes which 
attacked the tvv.j inkers h:ui 
taken o.i" from an irarmn airport." 

Condemning the attacks cn the 
Kuwaiti tankers, the statement 
said Kuwait would seek v,::h ” in- 
ends and brothers to pu; an end to 
this flagrant violation or the nav- 
igation laws." 

One of the tankers, the l mm 
Casbah. was nit on Sunday mor- 
ning but -.vss orth slightly dam- 
aged and coruint-vc f:s lonr'tey to 
Britain after minor repa.r.sin Bah- 
rain. The second Ku'vaiii sbm. the 
Bahrah. was struck on Monday b} 
a missile which lei; a live square 
metre hole :n its side. 

Saudi Arabia anj .'-,u.v..it have 
been Iraq’s major backers ir 
Gulf war and ministers from 
countries ware n c much 
Wednesday Je. icier", o: the 

four other member rownrrijj 
the Gulf Co-oper.iiion Conncii 
IGCC). 

The council, un-eft sis.? irours 


Bahrain. Oman. *.»a tar end the 
L'niJod Arab Emirates, was for- 
med tiirej years ngo to co- 
ordinate defence and cinnoinic 
pfriicies. 

On ihc Iranian side of the Gulf, 
the Iranian-'’'* neJ tanker T.-brix 

r.nd the F'rinamar.ra-regisierai.i 
tanker £.«purj!:za 2 were it.t iv - 
Sun day nich; apparei; !y i*y Iraqi 
■nisMIo. 

Those attack* took place cl-ise 
;<s vvhcie marine lire iiahiers are 


aqis 
report 
heavy 


•V* j 

been niow n up They sy j.j :-.vo per* 
sons vvi;.i lived in she houses were 
injured "■•.hile oppo-ing the nrr- 
vs'j. of -nspecis." :m*J that v.vj- 
i pons im.l .••nmiinfio'i ii.,J been 
lor ml <n lh.- * ■.*..» ’"irl-jiRg::. 

; \ t<r ^-li .,e'.ion w.:n:c die d.:> 

■riier u’i : , ill i- is - jr li dem- 
om-tratmii .iitd rs purls »i! 3iin , 'ir/. 


Ti. -.•ansfi's re-rJents sai-.i the 

i .rn. i:.? hfi-J .surrounded the camp 
in tanks and armoured personnel 
carr-.-p. fire.i flares overhead and 
stormed into the camp alter mid- 

melu. 


niji.-. 


i.-r-is’Ii soldi ers were »ou- 
■nfi .i member of a pro- 


isrj«;ii fifi'iiic v.:c. killed and a no- 
bler •.. ninded in iwo s.’per.ite inc- 


idents in South Lebanon Tuesday 
night. Israeli military sources said, 
according to Reuters. 

They said a militiaman of the 
“South Lebanon army" was killed 
and one wounded when com- 
mandos threw' grenades and fired 
automatic weapons at a che- 
ckpoint near the village of Kafra, 
southeast of Tyre. 

The Israeli soldiers were wou- 
nded by automatic fire when their 
patrol was ambushed near the 
Zahrani River south of Sidon and 
were flown by helicopter to hos- 
pital in Israel, a spokesman said. 

Israel has been grooming the 
“Snath Lebanon array.” com- 
manded by retired Lebanese army 
General Antoine Lahd. to take 
control of the south if and when its 
troops withdraw. 

Meanwhile. Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens and the 
armps chief of staff. Moshe Levy, 
visited the inland market town of 
Nabaiiyeh at midmorning Wed- 
nesday and inspected the site 
where an Israeli soldier was killed 
Ism Friday by i grenade thrown by 
attackers. The so!.. ! i-. ,r was killed 
while on a patrol in Nabaiiyeh. 20 
kilometres southeast of Sidon. 

Mr. Arens, accompanied by Mr. 
Levy and several high-ranking 
Israeli officers, toured the town 
under tight security measures lur 
45 minutes and left to inspect 
other Israeli positions in the area, 
according to local reporters in the 
•ira-a. 
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huge 
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Ai M. 

:b was 


L’ \Gctfjy L> (Age-ivies: — Ira;, 
Wednesday rc-.v-r '.*u heavy 57g- 
hlinji iiitfc Iranian forces in iln- 
Rffthi.Tn Guff war front. msM and 
north of tile Iraqi ^h»rt »tf Basra, 
and said 52 Iranian troops were 
killed. 
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BIKFAYA. Lebanon (R) — Con- 
tinued disagreement* over army 
reform and foreign policy Wed- 
nesday prevented final approval 
by Lebanon’s new "national 
unity” cabinet of a government 
programme designed ro restore 
peace to the country. 

Ministerial sources said the cab- 
inet of rival factions failed to agree 
at a two-hour mceting.dcspits an 
explicit warning beforehand frar; 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
that continued fighting in Beirut 
was sapping its credibility. 

In an optimistic statement after 
the sessic". 'Ir. Karami said the 
cabinet had revised a ministerial 
committee's draft policy doc- 
ument and the final statement 
would be ready for approv al at the 


next meeting or. Saturday. 

Once the programme agr.wJ. 
the government must prevent if to 
parliament for a confidence vote 
before getting Jov.t, to '.he task nf 
pacifying and rebail jing the cou- 
ntry. 

However, ;:-.2 miniKsrsal sou- 
rces said Muslim and Chris: :ar. 
ministers had once again railed in 
agree on the crucra! quesrir-nj- -■! 
reforming the fragre-ve- i cat- 

•or.ai my r>- \]- L qireig- ps.: s - 

irics the government would fol- 
low. 

. Indicating tha; dillerences in 
the cabinet went deeper than Mi. 
Karami implied, they icid the next 
two days would be taken up with 
behind-the-scenes contacts to 
reconcile the rive! 
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CAIRO ( AP) — Foreign Mir.i'-ler 
Kama! Hassan Ali said in an ini- 
cn iew with a Cairo magazine that 
Israel has initialed discussions 
with Egypt on a lingering border 
.ii*;*ute between the two enu- 
niries. 

= la an interview with the weekly 
' AI Mu^sawar. Mr. Ali was asked 
j .-.bout reports that the secret ary - 
| general ol the Israeli Foreign Min- 
! :*lr\ had announced his counirv's 
j willingness to re-draw the border 
around the Tabn area during a 
recent visit to Washington. 

“in iaci we have received this 
"foiT! she Is? aeib directly.' Mr. Ali 
said, “and there are con suit at inns 
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2 Jtpme- Middle East news 


U.K. expresses concern 
over Gulf shipping attacks 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSPAY-FRIDAY MAY 17-18, 1984 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain Wednesday exp- 
ressed serious concern at what it called ind- 
iscriminate attacks on neutral shipping in the Gulf, 
saying they appeared to have been carried out by 
both Iraq and Iran. 


A Foreign Office statement, 
issued after another attack Wed- 
nesday. said Britain was con- 
sulting its nine European Com- 


niries are a serious escalation of 
the conflict.'' the British sta- 
tement went on. 

It added: "We re new our urgent 


munity partners about the Guif calls to both belligerents to end 


war between the two states. 

The Hellenic War Risk Club of 
Greek Shipowners in London said 
it was watching the Gulf situation 
closely. 

Shipping sources have been say- 
ing some owners may bar their 
tankers from the Gulf, through 


the fighting as soon as possible. In 
the meantime, freedom of nav- 
igation in the Gulf and through the 
Strait of Hormuz must be res- 
pected. as the international com- 
munity has repeatedly made 
clear." 

According to a Foreign Office 


which a sixjth of the non- - spokesman, no British ships were 


Communist world's oil passes. 

The attacks have already boo- 
sted spot oil prices, oil company 
shares and insurance premiums 
for vessels entering the Gulf. 

The Foreign Office said: "We 
are seriously concerned at the rec- 
ent spate of attacks on tanker tra- 
ffic in the Gulf. These appear to 
have been mounted by both Iraq 
and Iran." 

“...Such indiscriminate attacks 
on the shipping of neutral cou- 


hit in the latest spate of attacks. In 
March a British bulk carrier, the 
Charming, was hit in an Iraqi att- 
ack on an Iranian convoy. 

Britain maintains two warships 
in the Gulf area to assist its shi- 
pping as necessary. 

The Foreign Office statement 
was made public after planes att- 
acked a Saudi Arabian sup- 
ertanker in Saudi waters of the 
Gulf Wednesday while Kuwait 
blamed Iran for air attacks on two 


of its tankers in the Gulf earlier 
this week. 

‘Dangerous escalation’ 

U.S. Stale Department Spo- 
kesman John Hughes said the 
United States was “deeply con- 
cerned” by recent attacks on int- 
ernational shipping in the Gulf. 
He said they "represent a dan- 
gerous escalation of the Iran-Iraq 
war and a growing threat to fre- 
edom of navigation in the Gulf. 

“We call on both belligerents to 
desist from such hostilities and to 
implement the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 540, 
which re-affirms the right of free 
navigation and commerce in int- 
ernational waters and calls on 
both parties to cease attacks on 
economic targets,” Mr. Hughes 
said. 

He re-iterated the U.S. belief 
that “there can be no military res- 
olution of the conflict between 
Iran and Iraq.'* and underscored 
the administration's "strong, 
long-standing commitment to the 
principle of freedom of navigation 
and the right of innocent passage 
through the straits.” 


Iran threatens Arab Gulf oil exports 


LONDON (R) — One of Iran's 
most senior politician-clergymen 
warned that Iran would not allow 
other countries to export oil from 
the Gulf if Iran's own oil expons 
were hampered by Iraq. 

Hojaioleslam Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani was speaking to reporters 
in Tehran Tuesday night after a 
special session of Iran's military 
commanders and planners to dis- 
cuss recent attacks on oil tankers 
in the Gulf. His remarks were rep- 
orted by the Official News Agency 
IRNA. 

Iran has previously threatened 
to block the entrance to the Gulf 
to shipping if Iraq disrupted Ira- 
nian oil exports. But Gulf analysts 
said they detected a different 
emphasis in Mr. Rafsanjani*s sta- 
tement on Tuesday night, sug- 
gesting he may have been thr- 
eatening action other than blo- 
cking the waterway. 

Commenting on Tuesday 
night's meeting of (he Supreme 
Defence Council, on which he 
personally represents Iranian lea- 


der Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho- 
meini. Mr. Rafsanjani said: "Eit- 
her the Gulf will be safe for all or 
for no one.” 

"... Our policy, too. is. to act 
such that other oil exporting cou- 
ntries would be deprived of oil as 
much as we would,” IRNA quoted 
him as saying. 

“This will be our policy but bef- 
ore carrying out this policy, on 
behalf of the Supreme Defence 
Council. I declare to the world and 
particularly to the oil exporting 
countries that it is Iraq, its sup- 
porters and the regional reaction 
which have resorted to this adv- 
enturism.” Mr. Rafsanjani added. 

“ ... We will not tolerate difficult 
oil exports in the Persian Gulf 
from Kharg Island t Iran’s major 
oil terminal) while other countries 
continue to easily export their 
oil.” he stated. ’ according to 
IRNA. # 

There have been numerous att- 
acks on merchant ships in the Gulf 
in recent months and Iraq, at war 
with Iran since 1 980, usually cla- 


imed responsibility. 

But in the past few days two 
Saudi oil tankers and two Kuwaiti 
tankers were hit, with political 
implications for the war, since 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are 
among Iraq's major financers. 

The Iraqis hinted they had hit 
the Saudi vessels, apparently bec- 
ause they had taken on Iranian oil 
at Kharg. But the Iraqis denied 
hitting the Kuwaiti vessels, neither 
of which had gone near Iran, lea- 
ding to speculation in Gulf shi- 
pping circles that the Iranians may 
have fired on the Kuwaiti ships. 

Mr. Rafsanjani accused Iraq of 
hitting both the Saudi and the 
Kuwaiti tankers. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Rafsanjani 
as saying the attacks on Gulf tan- ■ 
kers had created a“ new situation” 
and that the Supreme Defence 
Council, chaired by Iranian Pre- 
sident Ali Khamenei, had taken 
“the necessary decisions”. 

In Washington, the United Sta- 
tes expressed deep concern about 
*' escalation” of the Gulf war. 
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Iran’s ex-president to 
move to Versailles 


PARIS (AP) — Former Iranian 
President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, 
living in France since fleeing Iran 
July 29, 1981 , is moving to the city 
of Versailles following a falling 
.out with Massoud Rajavj. exiled 
leader of leftist Iranian opposition 
Mujahedeen guerrillas, reliable 
Iranian exile sources said Tue- 
sday. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr and Mr. Rajavi 
fled Iran together in a com- 
mandeered Iranian Air Force jet 
and quickly set up a National 
Council of Resistance at their 
heavily guarded exile hea- 
dquarters owned by one of Raj- 
avf s brother, a heart surgeon, ser- 
ved as home and office for both 
men. their faraDies and dozens of 
supporters. 

Mr. Rajavi, whose wife was kil- 
led during an anti-guerrilla ope- 
ration in Iran, later married one of 
Bani-Sadr’s daughters. 

Earlier this year, the National 
Council of Resistance announced 


that “collaboration is no longer 
possible” between the two men. 
Sources later said the two had 
quarrelled over what attitude to 
take toward Iraq. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr had been in cha- 
rge of Iran's war effort in the early 
months following the Iraqi inv- 
asion in September 1980. But he 
soon ran afoul of Iran' s ruling fun- 
damentalist clergy, went into hid- 
ing and eyentually fled to France.' 

Although Iranian sources said 
both men were getting along well 
earlier this spring, other sources 
later said it was only a matter of 
time before the soft-spoken, sch- 
olarly Bani-Sadr and the intense 
young guerrilla leader split over 
policy. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr was reportedly 
travelling in Switzerland Tuesday, 
and the exact location of his new 
home was not learned. Both Mr. 
Bani-Sadr and Mr. Rajavi are 
under death sentence in Iran. 


Tunisian, aide rejects treason cha rge 

* .... ....... « i: A T.. 


PARIS (R) — Disgraced former 
Tunisian Interior Minister Driss 
Guiga, in a letter published Tue- 
sday. accused Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mzali of making him 


treason after an official inquiry 
found that he exploited the riots to 
further his political ambitions. 

Declaring that he had been 


Mohammad Mzali of making him . d ^ -incredible caJ- 

a scapegoat for the cHsis that hit that t he proof adv- 

.Tumsia in January when bread . accusal ' ions 


prices doubled overnight. 

. In the letter to President Habib 
Bourguiba published in the 
French newspaper Le Monde, he 
also charged that Mr. Mzali was 
not telling Mr. Bourguiba the 
truth about what was happening in 
Tunisia. 

Official figures put the death 
toll in riots that followed the price 
rises at 89. 

Mr. Guiga, who lives in Lon- 
don, faces trial on a charge of high 


anced for the serious accusations 
against him was flimsy. Mr:Guiga 
said: 

“Can ray wrong have been to 
have given you a true evaluation 
of the gravity of the situation when 
the prime minister was doing his 
utmost to minimise it. More than 
anyone. I turned to you to prevent 
the deterioration of this situation 
that T am now being accused of 
wanting to encourage.'* 

In the letter, Mr. Guiga told the 


president he believed Tunisia was 
still in a state of serious crisis. 

"The situation remains pot- 
entially explosive and I do not get 
the impression the prime minister 
,is keeping you properly informed 
about the reality of events in our 
country.” he said. 

“As a shrewd politician con- 
cerned for his career, he needed a 

scapegoat- One can understand 
that. But I refuse to adopt that role 
and appeal to you to stop the cou- 
rse that has been undertaken 
which does no good to ourcountiy 
or its government." 

Mr. Guiga has long been seen as 
a rival to Mr. Mzali to succeed the 
SO-year-old president. 


Morocco cuts military spending 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s spe- 
nding on military equipment this 
year has been cut 16 per cent to 
save about $17 million, according 
to a revamped 1984 austerity 
budget published Wednesday. 

The cut in the defence adm- 
inistration’s budget for equipment 
is the largest in a series designed to 
reduce government spending by 
713 million dirhams ($81 mfllioa). 

Total defence spending inc- 


luding pay for the armed forces 
and the Gendarmerie (para- 
military police) was first budgeted 
at 4.2 billion dirhams ($487 mil- 
lion! but the equipment cut red- 
uces this by 3.5 per cent. 

The military budget is spent 
mainly in the Western Sahara 
where for over eight years Pol- 
isario guerrillas have been fighting 
Morocco for independence of the 
desert territory. 


Morocco recently said tt had 
completed fortified lines to seal 
off the Algerian border and shop 
guerrilla incursions. Field officers 
say the Polisario is now looked out 
of the area. 

Morocco's overall budget was 
revamped as an austerity measure 
following a financial crisis last year 
when its foreign debt estimated at 
over $1 1 billion was rescheduled. 


Turkish-Cypriots open for peace talks 


NICOSIA (R) —Turkish-Cypriot 
Leader Rauf Denktash said the 
Turkish Cypriots are prepared to 
hold peace talks with the Greek 
Cypriots, but not on the basis of 
United Nations demands for a ret- 
raction of Turkish-Cypriot ind- 
ependence. 

He was speaking to reporters on 
his return late Tuesday night from 
New York, where he attended a 
United Nations Security Council 


debate on Cyprus. 

The council voted for the sec- 
ond time since the Turkish Cyp- 
riots declared independence last 
November to demand a retraction 
of tbe move and condemned steps 
taken by Mr. Denktash to con- 
solidate the state through a con- 
stitution and elections. 

“ We shall, as we have all along 
maintained, continue to say that 
we are for the continuation of int- 


ercommunal talks... provided they 
are not held in the shadow of the 
U.N. Security Council res- 
olutions." Mr. Denktash said. 

He said talks between the two 
sides, broken off a year ago. could 
only be resumed within the fra- 
mework of agreements for a fed- 
eral arrangement reached in talks 
he held with Greek-Cypriot lea- 
ders in 1977 and 1979. 


Rabin: Army can be withdrawn in 6 months 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A labour 
government could pull the Israeli 
army out of Lebanon within six 
months of taking office, said Yit- 
zhak Rabin, the party's candidate 
for defence minister. 

Mr. Rabin, who was prime min- 
ister from 1974 to 1977, was quo- 
ted Wednesday in the Jerusalem 
Post as saying that while no gov- 
ernment could guarantee that "no 
Katyushas will fall on the Gal- 
ilee.” Labour would be able to 
maintain the country's security. ' 

Public opinion surveys indicate 
that Labour is favoured to win the 
July 23 elections, unseating the- 


incumbent Likud government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

IsraeP s declared aim when it 
invaded Lebanon in June 1982 
was to smash the Palestinian 
commando groups who were att- 
acking Israel's northern border 
settlements from South Lebanon 
with Soviet-made Katyusha roc- 
kets. 

The Shamir government has 
often stated that it wants to puli 
Israeli troops out of Lebanon but 
riot without security arrangements 
for its border. The Israelis are tra- 
ining a Lebanese militia called the 
South Lebanon Army in the hope 


that it could help prevent attacks 

on Israel. 

~ * 

Levinger ordered 
remanded in custody 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — A magistrate 
court judge Tuesday extended the 
detention of Rabbi Moshe Lev- 
inger. a leader of the Jewish set- 
tlement movement in the occ- 
upied West Bank, in connection 
with anti-Palestinian terrorist att- 
acks, Israel television reported. 
The extremist leader was arrested 
Sunday. 


TV & RADIO 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

IfcJO Koran 

16:45 Cannons 

17:10 Children's Programme 

17:45 Children's Programme 

18:30 Dickens 

16:20 — Programme Retie* 

19J0 Local Programme 

20:00 New* in Arabic 

20:30 Arabic Senes 

21:40 Arabic Play 

23:00 News in Arabic 

23; 1 0 Play Continued 

foreign channel 

\7:45 ... french Programme 

19:00 .. News in French 

19^20 French Programme 

19J0 . News in Hebrew 

:SJ0 .... Rjvim Scrsiee 

21:10 Marlowe 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 The Seagull 

RADIO JORDAN 

M53 KHz. AM A VHz. F\t 

it partly on 4560 KHz. 51V 



07 J0 

Newidesk 

08:00 


10*0 



11:00 

Pop Session 

12:00 

News Summary 

12:05 


13:00 

News Summary 

13:05 


14:00 




14J0 

Just A Manure 

IS:00 


16:00 


16:05 

lnstrumcmab 



17:00 


17J0 

Pop Session 

18:00 

News Summary 

18:05 

Good Old Days 

ttJQ 


19:00 


19J0 

Date with a Star 

ZOrfO 


21:00 

News Summary 

21:05 

evening Show 

2!:S5 

News Summary 

22*0 

Evening Show 

23:00 

News Summary 

24:00 

Close Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6J0. 7 20. 1413 KHz 
06:00 Newsdesk 0&3fl Classical Record 
Review 06:45 Financial Review 06:55 
Reflections 07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07:30 Peebles' 
Choice 07:45 The World Today 08:00 
Newsdesk 08 JO Nature Notebook 
08:40 The Farming World 09:00 World 
News 09:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
09J0 A Diganee Indulgence 09:45 Lon- 
don Royal !9:9QWorld News 1*09 Ref- 
lections 10:15 Music For a While 10J0 
John Peel 11:00 World News 1 1:09 Bri- 
tish Press Review 11:15 The World 
Today 1 1:30 Financial New* 11:40 Look 
Ahead 11:45 Hoist and his Circle 12:15 
Monitor 12:30 Two Cheer* for April 
13:00 World News 13:09 New* about 
Britain 13:15 New Ideas 13:25 The 
Week in Wales 13:30 Assignment 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Top Twenty 
14:45 Sports Round-up 15:00 World 
News 15:09 24 Hour*: News Summary 
15:30 London Royal 15:45 The Ple- 
asure's Yours 16:30 Discovery 17:06 
Radio Newsreel 17:15 Outlook 1*00 
World News 18:09 Commentary 18:15 
Assignment 18:45 The World Today 
19:00 World News 19:09 Meridian 19:40 
The Week in Wales 19:45 Sports 
Round-up 20:00 Newsdesk 20=30 Som- 
erset Maugham Stories 21:00 Outlook: 
New* Summary 21:39 Stock Market 
Report 21:43 Look Ahead 21:45 Report 
on Religion 22:90 World News 22:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 22:30 A Jolly 
Good Show 23:15 Ulster Newsletter 
23:20 In the Meantime 23:30 Business 
Matters 24:00 World News 00:09 The 
World Today 00:25 The Week in Wales 
00:30 Financial News 00:40 Reflections 
00:45 Sports Round-up 01:00 World 
News 01:09 Commentary 01:15 Mer- 
chant Navy Programme 01 :J0 Meridian 

. m yO*CE °F“ AMERICA 

.WH 1260. SW 7200. OS65. 1 1740, 

11025 1 15210 KHz 

\OA Morning: News on the 
hour: new* summaries: business report, 
saenee and medicine: sports reports; 
VOA editorial and world and U.S. opi- 
nion roundups; analysis, viewpoints, 
features 17:10 News 17 JO Special Eng- 
lish News and Features 18:90 News 
18:10 Focus 18:30 Now Music USA 
ttOO News 19:10 Newsline 19:30 Spe- 
cial English News and Features 20:00 
News 20:10 Focus 20:30 Now Music 
USA 21:00 Newsline 21:36 Magazine 
Show 22:00 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Paintings by Ali Jabri at the British 
Council 

* A collection of paintings and other 
works of an by local and interaatonal 
artists on show at the Alia An Gallery. 

* An exhibition of paintings on silk at 
the French Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* "Die Grenze" at Goethe Institute at 
8:00 p.m. 

* The rum festival of American musicals 
featuring “Top Hat" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre at 8:00 pjn. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Miuuue Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th lo 1 8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a m - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TcL 51760. 

Jordan Archandogled M—ewn: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a. m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GnQety: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Cenluiy 


orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m- 
130 p.m. and 330 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Mfitary Mnseun): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from tbe Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Bipolar Life «f Jordan Museum: 200 to 
150 year old hems such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lioos Amman Gab. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 30 p.m. 

Liana PhDaddpUa Ctob. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at tbe Intercontinental Hotel. 23)0 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Onb. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Cirde. TeL 815261 . « 

CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel 24590. 

Church of the Anmdation (Roman 
CaLhobc) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Charch of the Aiwiudation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

AagRcaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 

Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armmfaia Orthodox Church Ashrafieb. 

75261. 

St. Ephraim Charch (Syrian Ort- 

hodox)) Ashrafieh. 71751. 

Amman Intenuttisaal Church {Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani, 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 

09:10 Fajr 

04:40 .......... [Sunrise! Skumq 

11:32 ............. ............. Dbuhr 

15:U -Asr 

1&24 Maghreb 

1*55 -Isha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL f 08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

07*85 Cairo (MS) 

09:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJJ 

09:15 Bucharest (RO) 

0930 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:45 .... Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

09*5 — Kuwait (RJ) 

09*5 - Jeddah (RJ) 

•9*5 Cairo (RJ) 

10:00 Dhahran (RJ) 

1035 Dhahran, Riyadh (SV) 

H JO Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

I4c30 Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 

14*6 Kuwait (KU) 

15*5 Cairo (RJ) 

16:40 Larnaca (RJ) 

16*5 Baghdad (LA) 

1&S0 Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:10 Athens (RJ) 

17:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

17:30 New York. Vienna (RJI 

18:10 .... Amsterdam, Larnaca (KLM) 

18:15 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:15 .... Zurich, Larnaca (SR) 

23J0 London (BA) 

0fc56 Muscat. Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(GF) 

01:05 Cairo (MS) 

01:05 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

05:10 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH1 

Cairo (RJ) 

07:15 — Aqaba (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

08:05 Cairo (MS) 

IfcJO ... Bucharest (RO) 

11:00 ........... Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:30 Athens (RJ) . 

11 £• ...... Cairo (RJ) 

12*0 .... Paris, London (RJ) 

12:15 ...... Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

liis Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

12d0 Larnaca (RJ) 

12:30 Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

13cM ;. - — Kuwait (RJ) 

1*®0 — Aqaba (Rj) 

15:30 Larnaca. Tripoli (LN) 

15:40 Kuwait (KU) 

1&0O .Baghdad (IA) 

19*5 Doha (RJ) 

19:45 Bahrain. Muscat (RJ) 

20:15 ..Jeddah (RJ) 

2*15 .................... Baghdad (RJ) 


2030 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

20:45 Cairo (RJ) 

01:00 London (BA) 

01:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

OROS ..... .............. Cairo (EA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Marto Mart) lie 

— Menutrio Arabia 

— Badrc 

— Rostock 

— Banglar Maui 

— Aegis Mystic 

— Visfava Adiiya 

— Laredo 

— AJ Khansa 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, TcL 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selUbuy rates In fils 

Belgian franc 673/ 67.7 

Dutch guilder 121.8/ 1223 

Egyptian guinea 323/ 327 

Flench franc 44.6/ 44.9 

Iraqi dinar 353/ 357 

Italian lire (for 100) 22.2 1 22.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 163.4/ 164.4 

Kuwaiti dinar 1280.1/ 1285.3 

Lebanese lira 643/ 653 

Omani riyai 1085/ 1090 

Oaiari riyai 1033/ 104 

Saudi riyai 1073/ 107.7 

Swedidi crown 463/ 46.8 

Swiss franc 165.6/ 166.6 

U.K. sterling pound 523.9/ 527 

U3. dollar 378 / 380 

W. German mark 137/ 137.8 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

An increase in temperature is expected, 
with northwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature In dcg.C 

Amman 12/29 

Aqaba _ 18/35 

Deserts 1 1/30 

Jordan Valley 16/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27, Aqaba 32. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 25 per cent, Aqaba 20 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance — 193, 751 u 

Fiistaid, Eire, police (99 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

-Municipal water service 71125-8 

Queen Alia InL Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

.Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hosfnlal 845845 

Dar AJ-Stnfa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Mamie, Abdali 665292 

Al- Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrcen 77101-3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh ... 75111 

Army, Marka 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Maraqa 771218 


Dr. Awni Hawamdch 777665 

Salaam pharmacy 36730 

K ha tub pharmacy 93485 

J. Nasir pharmacy 3672K 

Jerusalem pharmacy 21370 

Khalaf pharmacy 7 t 865 3 


Khayyam taxi . 
Bosnian taxi ... 

Siyaha taxi 

Hussein taxi ... 
KhaMoon taxi 
Ahh taxi 


41541 

811857 

43265 

21776 

664888 

21127 


IRBED 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakr 74699 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mustafa Fayyadh H303I 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 73 111 

Radio Jordan 74111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone: 

Inhumation 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 1 7 

Cable or telegram 18 

Repair service - 11 


market prices 


UpperHcwer price 

Banana ....... 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Broad Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot - 

Cauliflower (white) 

Chick peas 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) ... 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit - - 

Lemon 

MaBow 


in fils per kg. 
280 / 240 

- 240 / 210 

300 / 250 

250/220 

60/ 40 

140/ 100 

270/200 

100/ 80 

200/150 

300 / 250 

140/100 

- 150 1 120 

400 / 350 

.. — 200/180 
.. — 200/180 
500/ 400 


Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mandarin 

Mushrooms 

Onion (dry) 

Ornon (green) 

Okra 

Oranges (kxal) 

Oranges (Shummoti) 

Pears 

Pea* 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hot green) .... 

Potatoes 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Water Melon 


.... 200- 150 

400 / 300 

230/200 

...600/500 

100. so 

180/150 

150/ UK) 

.....170/150 

350 / 300 

500/450 

-. 250 / 200 
... 250/200 
400 / 300 
...120/100 
-.200/ 170 
....100/ 70 
120/ SO 


FOR FRIDA Y 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


MAIN CHANNEL 


HkOO - Koran 

10£0 Cartoons 

10:40 Flash Gordon 

11:85 Don Quixote 

11:30 Fridaj's Prayer 

12:20 Survival 

12:45 Religious Programme 

13:35 Emergency 

1405 Soccer 

15:26 Knight Rider 

16:10 Arabic Variety Programme 

1700 Araic Play 

L&85 Roots 


19:30 Religious Programme 

268W News tn Arabic 

20J0 ...................... Local Programme 

21:00 Arabic Series 

22.-00 Arabic Variety Programme 

2SM News Summary 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

18:00 French Programme 

19:00 New* in French 

19-JO News in Hebrew , 

20J0 Empire 

21:00 Crown Court 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 Magnum 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHi. A.M A 09 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

07:00 - Light Music 


07 JO 


00:00 


10:00 


10:05 



11:05 


12:00 


13:00 


13:05 

14:00 

- Pop Session 

14H0 - 


1*30 


15*0 ...... 


1*00 

..._ InstrumenuE 

1*05 

1*30 


18:00 


1*05 ....... 

19*0 

— ....Top Twenty 

19t30 


*00 



26J0 ........... In Concert 

2l:M ... News Summary 

21:05 Oh! Mother! I 

21 JO Classical Show Case 

21J5 News Summary 

22:00 Arabian Nights 

p-M ...Over a Cup of Tea 

23HW News Summary 

23:10 lea Hour 

24;00 - News Headlines 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. H13 KHz 

•fcOO Newsdesk 0600 A Diganee Ind- 
ulgence 86*5 Financial News 06J5 Ref- 
lections 07:00 World News 0fc09 24 
Houn: News Summary 07 JO Such 
Sweet Harmony 07*5 The World 
Today 08*0 Newsdesk OBJOPageant of 
the Past 09*0 World News 09*9 24 


Hour*: 'Newt Summary 09J0 Patrick 
Martyn's Mask Bax 09:45 Merchant 
Navy Programme 10*0 World News 
10:19 Reflections 10:15 Tbe World of 
Sieging 10c30 Women of Mystery 11*0 
World News 11*9 British Pres* Review 
11:15 The World Today 1U0 Financial 
News 11*0 Look Ahead 11*5 Album 
Time 12:15 Merchant Navy Programme 
12J0 Business Matters 13:00 World 
News 13:09 News about Britain 13:15 la 
the Meantime 13:25 Ulster Newsletter 
13J0 Meridian 14:10 Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Jnz for the Asking 14*5 Sports 
Round-up 15:00 World News 15:09 24 
Hours: News Summary UJOTbe Mar- 
ijuana Kid 1615 Letterbox 10:30 John 
Peel 17:80 Radio Newsreel 17:15 Out- 
look IfeW World New 18*9 Com- 
mentary 18:15 Science in Action 18:45 
The World Today 19*0 World News 
19*9 Sarah and Company 19*0 Book 


Choice 19*5 Sports Round- op 20*0 
Newsdesk 20J0 Holst and his Circle 
22*0 Outlook 21 J9 Stock Market 
Report 21:43 Look Ahead 21:45 About 
Britain 22*0 World Nows 22:09 24 
Hoars: News Summary 22J0 Mld- 
dkmarcti 23sM London Royal 23:15 
Music Now 23*5 Viflette 24:00 World 
News 00*9 Tbe World Today 0fc25 
Book Choice OOJfl Financial News 
00*0 Reflections 00*5 Sports Round- 
up (0*0 Work! News 01:99 Com- 
mentary 01:15 From tbe Weeklies 01 J6 
Divers of tbe World 

AMMAN AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

07*5 Cairo (MS) 

09:15 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


- - Aqaba (RJ) 

Doha (RJ) 

•9J5 Damascus (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

89*5 ...» - Jeddah (RJ) 

Muscat, Bahrain (Rjj 

I2J0 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

1*^0 Kuwait (KU) 

1*1® - — Jeddah (SV) 

1&5Q ............ Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:10 Athens (Rj) 

17J0 ....... — New York, Vienna (Rj) 

Peris, London (RJ) 

as=ss , ( s8 

19*0 Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

Athens (Qa) 

DEPARTURES 


Damascus | 

*0 .... Larnaca. Amsterdam (K 

SSS ty ba ; 

U J® v£ n “^ Yort 1 ! 

lisr** CWa,Ba - 1 - os A"i 


®*15 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (Rl) 05.-45 (RJ } 


1IJ9 

UJO 

12J0 

13J0 

14J0 

15:40 

16*0 

1M0 

19:46 

19*5 

28:05 

»15 

20J0 

20:45 


— Larnaca. Z 

....... Istanbul. Bel, 

■ Doha. Dubai. Mi 






- K 

■ — Bahrain. 

- 

Bat 

Dubai, Ki 







Home news 

<3i — . i.i » 


;e Fertiliser plant makes 
reported JO 5.7 m loss 


, AMMAN (R) — Jordan Fertiliser 
Industry Company (JF1C) hare 
reported &1983 pet operating loss 
ty.; of J&-S.7 nriUioQ^ 

- The company’s annual report, 
‘ - release# Wednesday said technical 
probtems at its.$420 million fer- 
complex and what it called 
•.•.j'f ari unprecedented drop. in world 
p- T' . feftflSax prices were the main rea- 
. sobs for the loss. 

" Hie complex has been operating 
- at {ft per cent of capacity since it 
beean.production in September, 


JFIC said ft sold 385,000 tonnes 
of ammonium phosphate and pho- 
sphoric acid to 10 countries, mai- 
nly in Asa, at a value of JD 14.4 
miUion last year. 

Greater demand and higher pri- 
ces for fertilisers were expected 
this year, it said. 

The complex, built with foreign 
loans, has an annual output cap- 
acity of 740,000 tonnes of amm- 
onium phosphate, one million ton- 
nes of sulphuric acid and 400.000 
tonnes of phosphoric acid. 


^ Scandinavian Red Cross 




■*-}»- 


team meets Abu Qoura 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the 'permanent committee of the 

International Red Cross and pre- 
sident of the Red Crescent Society 
here,: Or. Ahmad Abu Qoura. 
Wednesday met the presidents of 
the ReJ Cross societies in Den- 
mark. Finland and Norway cur- 
rently on a five-day visit to Jordan. 

The delegation came here to 
- discuss "ways of strengthening 
co-operation between these soc- 
ieties and equivalent societies in 
Jordan and for the exchange of 
services and expertise. 

During hisjneeting with the vis- 
iring delegation, Dr. Abu Qoura 
explained the non-humanitarian 


situations under which citizens in 
the occupied territories are living. 

He briefed the group on Israeli 
practises to evict Palestinian from 
their original homeland and the 
services which the Red Crescent 
Society offers to its branches in the 
occupied West Bank. 

During their stay ia Jordan, the 
five- member Scandinavian del- 
egation will visit development 
projects and tourist sites. 

The delegation arrived here 
Tuesday upon the invitation of the 
Red Crescent Society here. They 
are scheduled to leave Amman 
Saturday. 


Sharaf opens Irbid display 


IRBID (Petra) — Information 
..‘V Minister Laila Sharaf Wednesday 

' opened an annual exhibition org- 

■" - anised by community colleges in 

the Irbid Goveraorate which was 
* held at Al.Husn College of Eng- 

. ineering. 

The minister toured the various 
~T parts -of the exhibition and ins- 

tuS .pected the-;industrial engineering 
models which were prepared by 
engineering students. 

Irbid. A1 Husn, Huwara. Ghi- 
_ rnata, A1 Razi and Ibn Khaldoun 


Community Colleges are taking 
part in the five-day exhibition. 

Afterwards, the minister ina- 
ugurated a new kindergarten in 
Irbid which can accommodate 600 
children and an exhibition in ano- 
ther kindergarten at an Irbid sch- 
ool. 

Mrs. Sharaf also Wednesday 
opened a painting exhibition in 
Irbid by Alia Ammoura. The pai- 
ntings displayed at the exhibition 
depict local landscapes and sce- 
nery. 


2 Public rally condemns 
usurpation of Palestine 



AMMAN (Petra) — A public 
rally was held at the Professional 
Association Complex in Amman 
Tuesday evening to mark the Mayi 
ISanniVersafy £>f. the Zionist usu- ! 
rpation of Palestine. '7 ; 

A group of leading Jordanian 
figures made speeches at the rally 
outlining the Palestinian problem 
and the colonialist forces behind 
the establishment of Israel in the 


midst of the Arab Nation and sup- 
porting it militarily, materially and 
morally, ane enabling it to pursue 
its aggressive jxjlicies .in the reg- 
ion. 

The speakers, who included Mr. 
Akram Zu’aiter, president of the 
Royal Commission for Jerusalem 
Affairs, called on the Arab Nation 
to mobilise so as to confront the 
conspiracies of the Zionist enemy 
which threatens all Arab states. 


French centre to stage new 
technology, education meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
the uses of new technology in edu- 
cation will be held at the French 
Linguistic Office here between 
May 20 and 27 p and at the Model 
School in Irbid between May 17 
and 24. 

The seminar will gather French 
and Jordanian teachers who will 
discuss many subjects such as cre- 
ation and communication and the 
pedagogical use of audio-visual 
systems and especially the video- 
tape machine. 

Emphasis will be laid on com- 
munication and how teachers can 
rig up their own audio-visual set. 


The participants will come from 
all the institutions where French is 
taught in Jordan to include sec- 
ondary schools, the French Cul- 
tural Centre, the Unifersity of 
Jordan and Yarmouk University. 

The French Linguistic Office 
was set up in 1 981 to provide ped- 
agogical assistance to Jordanians 
teaching French. This seminar, the 
first of its kind to take place in ! 
Jordan, is a pan of a variety of 
activities being staged there that | 
include the provision of doc- j 
umentation about new teaching 
methods, training teachers and in 
general spreading as widely as 
possible the French language. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished ground floor apartment consists of two 
bedrooms, salon, kitchen, dining room and bathroom, with 
central heating. 

Location: Alia Art Gallery Road, 
opposite the EEC building 

Call tel: 666904, Amman 


NAJJAR BROS & CO. FI 
CONTINENTAL 


REQUIRES 

Senior Sales Representative, with the 
following conditions: 

1) Jordanian 

2) University Graduate 

3) Fluent In English 

4) 2 - 3 years experience in office 
equipment sales or similar products. 

Please send your C.V. to: 

- P.O. Box 2951, Amman, Jordan 
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W. German 
academics tour 
university 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
from the West German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) vis- 
ited the University of Jordan 
Wednesday where they discussed 
German-Jordanian co-operation 
in education and science with uni- 
versity president. Dr. Abdul 
\ Salam A1 Majali. 

Several German university pro- 
fessors and lecturers, who took 
part in a seminar on “Present 
Aspects of German-Jordanian 
Co-operation in Environmental 
Sciences” held in Amman Sat- 
urday, also attended the meeting. 

DAAD, a non-governmental 
organisation representing all 
German universities, offers pos- 
tgraduate and training courses in 
German universities as well as an 
academic exchange of university 
staff. 

There are 70 Jordanian stu- 
dents currently studying in Ger- 
man universities whilst a total of 
nearly 300 Jordanian students 
have received DAAD grams over 
the past 25 years. 

Co-operation agreement 

DAAD already has a co- 
operation agreement with Yar- 
mouk University which was signed 
last year. A similar exchange and 
co-operation agreement will be 
signed shortly with the University 
of Jordan. 

During their visit to the Uni- I 
veTsity, DAAD representatives 
were briefed on the university and 
its activities by Dr. Majali. 

Plans for a steering committee 
to assess priorities for future fields 
of research and the types of edu- 
cational exchange appropriate to 
Jordan's needs were also dis- 
cussed. 

In addition, the need for mutual 
recognition of German and Jor- 
danian diplomas to aid edu- 
cational co-operation was men- 
tioned for future discussion by the 
steering committee. 

Head of the Middle East section 
of DAAD. Dr. Heinz Nastansky. 
told the Jordan Times that the 
proposals made by Crown Prince 
Hassan during the recent seminar 
were very positive and con- 
structive and had led to the for- 
mation of a steering committee to 
assess the research and education 
programmes within the fra- 
mework of German-Jordanian 
co-operation. 


Mu’ta to open with 330 
students, says spokesman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mu’ta Uni- 
versity in southern Jordan will 
open its doors to students in the 
coming academic year 1984/85 
and the total number of students 
to be admitted for the first year 
will be 330, according to Dr. Ali 
Mahafza, the university's vice- 
president. 

He told a press conference at, 
the university s liaison office in 
Amman that all arrangements 
have been rqade to start academic 
courses in the coming year in acc- 
ordance with directives passed by 
His Majesty King Hussein to the 
university’s royal commission. 

The registered students will be 
able to study: military science; 
administrative science; law; 
Arabic; English; general sciences 
and police science. 

Each course will extend for four 
to five years at the end of which 
the successful students will - be 


awarded their degrees. Dr. Mah- 
afza said. 

He said that most of the gra- 
duates will be employed by the 
armed forces and the public sec- 
urity. as most of the courses are 
geared to the specialised training 
requirements of both. 

Throughout the first stage of the 
project, the university will accept 
from between 1 ,200 to 1 .400 stu- 
dents and this number will double 
in the second stage. Dr. Mahafza 
added. 

in addition, he said, both the 
staff and students of the new uni- 
versity will work towards dev- 
eloping the southern regions of 
Jordan through various dev- 
elopment projects and by org- 
anising training programmes for 
people employed there to raise 
their standard of expertise in a 
number of fields. 


Talks slated on impact of 
agricultural modernisation 


AMMAN (J.T) — The West 
German Mediterranean Research 
Co-operation Project (MER- 
COOP). in conjunction with the 
Faculty of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, will hold a sem- 
inar on “Aspects of Agricultural 
Modernisation" at the faculty 
Saturday. 

The three-day seminar and 
workshop will cover the social and 
economic impact resulting from 
modern agricultural practices such 
as mechanisation, irrigation, che- 
mical treatment, production met- 
hods and breeding programmes as 
well as the social and political 


trends affecting agriculture. 

Representatives and expens 
from research institutes and uni- 
versities in Morocco. Tunisia. 
Algeria, Egypt. Turkey. Cyprus. 
Italy. West Germany, the West 
Bank and Jordan will be attending 
the seminar. 

General recommendations for 
future research projects and agr- 
icultural policy will also be dis- 
cussed. focusing on the imp- 
onance of agriculture in dev- 
eloping countries where there has 
been an increasing reliance on 
food imports. 


Well body murder solved 


IRBID (J.T.) — An Egyptian nat- 
ional who killed his roommate ear- 
lier this month and dumped the 
body in a water well at Huwara has 
been caught by police in the Irbid 
Goveraorate- 

Mohammad Fawzi Shukri, 27. 
who is employed as a labourer in 
the goveraorate was killed by hi? 
colleague Ali Ibrahim in the honse 
in which they lived on May 4 by 
being stabbed repeatedly with a 
sharp knife. 

The police were informed about 
the presence of a dead body in the 


well waters on May 1 3 by the res- 
idemsof Huwara and immediately 
launched an investigation. 

Upon discovering the victims 
identity, police began to int- 
errogate his roommate. Mr. Ibr- 
ahim. who collapsed and admitted 
killing his victim after a dispute in 
which the dead man insulted him. 

On the night of the murder. Mr. 
Ibrahim said, he waited until his 
friend was fast asleep and then 
stabbed him several times until he 
died. 

■ »■ 


Hassan seeks establishment 
of Arab neurology centre 


A VI MAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan^ the Regent, Wednesday called for the 
formation of an integrated Arab team of scientists 
specialised in neurological diseases to be entrusted 
- with the job of defining priorities in the Arab World 
in the treatment of neurological diseases and of est- 
ablishing specialised centres to treat them. 


Prince Hassan. who was add- 
ressing the opening session of the 
third Arab conference on neu- 
rological sciences held at the 

Royal Cultural Centre in Amman, 
said that JoTdan would be willing 
to play host to such a team and 
would offer all possible help fac- 
ilitate its work. 

He said that the conference had 
acquired King Hussein's interest 
who had delegated him to open it. 
“thus reflecting King Hussein's 
interest and support for the sub- 
jects on its agenda.” 

Prince Hassan said that the sub- 
ject of the conference is ine- 
xtricably connected to many social 


and other health related issues inc- 
luding inter- marriage among rel- 
atives. road accidents and injuries 
sustained both in (he home and at 
work. 

The convening of the con- 


importance of the conference 
which, he said, is designed to adv- 
ance scientific and medical ser- 
vices. 

Also addressing the session was 
Dr. Ashraf A1 Kurdi, president of 
(he Jordanian Neurosurgeons 
Association, who presented a bri- 
efing on neurological treatment in 
Jordan since the early 196U's. 

In 1977 a special neurological 
unit was established at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital to raise 
the standard of neurosurgery in 
the country, he said. 

Taking part in the conference 


ference in Amman and the par- 
ticipation of leading Arab sci- 
entists and specialists in neurology 
reflects Jordan’s keenness to sup- 
port scientific and medical res- 
earch. and the scientists' end- 
eavours to offer their services to 
their nation. Prince Hassan said. 

At the outset of the .session. 
Acting Health Minister Moh- 
ammad Addoub Al Zaben made a 
speech in which he outlined the 


are delegates from Lebanon. 
Syria. Iraq. Saudi .Arabia. Egypt. 
Kuwait. Algeria, (he United .Arab 
Emirates, Sudan. Morocco, and 
Jordan in addition to specialists 
from the United States. West 
Germany. Canada and Austria. 

The delegates will review 44 
research papers and will later tour 
the country's medical institutions 
as well as tourist and historical 
sites. 


Aerobatic display planned to raise 
funds to help cerebral palsy victims 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Falcons. 
Jordan's national aerobatics dis- 
play team, will go up in the skies 
over Amman on Friday. May 25. 
for their first -ever public air show 
in the Kingdom, to serve a noble 
cause on the ground — to help 
children affected by cerebral 
palsy. 

The charity show, organised by 
the Cerebral Palsy Foundation in 
co-operation with the Royal Fal- 
cons. the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force, and Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline, will be opened by 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

The show will include dem- 
onstrations by the Royal Falcons, 
the Air Force, the Special Forces 
Skydivers Team and medical air- 
craft. solo and group formation 
aerobatics, display of ultralight 
aircraft and classic aircraft and 
ground entertainment, officials of 
the foundation announced in a 
press conference held Wed- 
• ■ « . . 
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nesday. 

Fakhri Bilbeisi. president of the 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation which 
was established in 1977 as a cha- 
rity organisation to offer tre- 
atment and help to the increasing 
number of children affected by 
cerebral palsy in Jordan, said the 
proceeds' of the show will help the 
foundation open a new centre in 
lTbid. The foundation has already 
two centres — one at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre in 
Amman and the other at Zarqa. 

Mr. Bilbeisi pointed out that the 
air show, which will coincide with 
celebrations marking Jordan’s 
Independence Day. would be “a 
picnic for the entire family, while 
helping a noble cause.” 

The programme's ground cm- . 
enainmeni includes performances 
by the Jordanian Army Band and 
a “motor cycle show and many 
other attractions.” he said. 

The aerobatics display is sch- 
eduled to be held at Amman's old 
airport at Marka. 

Maps of the exact location oF 


the show will be provided along 
with the tickets for the event 
which are already on sale ai most 
of the supermarkets in Amman, 
and ai the Marriott, the Int- 
ercontinental. and the Holiday 
Inn hotels, and several major 
bookshops in the capital. 

The airshow is also intended to 
make people aware of the cerebral 
palsy illness so that they can help 
the victims, said Dr. Samira 
Baban. who is in charge of the 
foundation's medical sen ices. 

Also present at Wednesday's 
press conference were Colonel 
Mohammad Sheimisani from the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force. Cap- 
tain Paul Warsaw, director of the 
Royal Falcons and Captain Muf- 
eed Salim Hassouneh. leader of 
the aerobatic team. 

Capt. Warsaw expressed pride 
that the aerobatic team will be sta- 
ging its first-ever public show in 
Jordan to serve a noble cause. The 
Falcons have staged more than 
400 air shows al] over the world. 


Swissair: 
Stopover in 
Switzerland from 
sFr. 41.-. 


If you would like to stay a little longer in 
Switzerland, just let Swissair copy out your 
onward (lights, book the hotel room (from 
just 41 francs) and provide the rental car. And 
ask for the brochure “A Date with Switzer- 
land”. Swissair flies you from Amman to 
Switzerland twice a week; every Wednesday 
and Friday. We hope you have a wonderful 
time in Switzerland. 

Your IATA travel agent or Swissair will be 
glad to give you all further information. 
Swissair Amman, c/o Near East Tourist Cen- 
tre. Arcades Hotel Jordan Intercontinental. 
P.O.Box 251$. phone 4 1906. 41361, ext. 2318. 


swissair^ 
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Aqaba Regional Authority 

are organising their 

first open tennis tournament 

on June 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1984 
Finals of singles and doubles 
on Sunday afternoon 

Those wishing to participate, please call Holiday 
Inn General Manager Mr. Jean Lancelle, tel: (032) 
2426/7/8/9 before June 1. 1984. 

Tbe hotel offers a very special rate for participants. 

Holiday Inn - Aqaba 

^ — m - A better place to bt =s 




BCCI Holdings 

(LUXEMBOURG) SA 

39 Boulevard Royal, Luxembourg 


December 31 Capital Funds US$ Total Assets US$ 

1983 US$ 807 million 12,300 million 

BCC Group now has Offices in 68 Countries 

Subsidiaries 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International S.A., Luxembourg. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International (Overseas) Ltd., Grand Cayman. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International (Lebanon) S.A.L., Beirut. Lebanon. 

Bank of Cred it & Commerce International (Swaziland) Ltd.. Manzini. Swaziland 
Bank of Credits Commerce Canada, Montreal. Canada 
Bank of Credit & Commerce (Zambia) Ltd., Lusaka, Zambia. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce Gibraltar Ltd.. Gibraltar. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce Niger, Niamey. Niger. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce (Botswana) Ltd., Gaborone. Botswana. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce Zimbabwe Ltd.. Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce Cameroon S.A . Yaounde, Cameroon 
Bank of Credit & Commerce Hong Kong Ltd., Hong Kong. 

BCCl Finance International Ltd., Hong Kong. 

RT.BCC Pratama Leasing Indonesia, Jakarta. Indonesia. 

Credit and FmanceCorporation lid.. Grand Cayman. 

BCCI Finance International (Kenya) Ltd.. Nairobi. Kenya. 

BCCI Finance N.V., Curacao, Netherlands Antilles. 

Italfinance International S.p.A., Rome, Italy. 

BCC Credit and Finance (Uruguay), Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Banco de Descuento, Madrid, Spain. 

Affiliates 

Banco Mercantil, Bogota, Colombia. 

Bank of Credit and Commerce (Emirates). Abu Dhabi. U.A.E. 

Bank of Credit & Commerce International (Nigeria) Ltd., Kano, Nigeria 
Bank of Credit & Commerce (Misr) S.A.E.. Cairo, Egypt. 

Banque de Commerce et de Placements S.A., Ceneva. Switzerland. 

National Bank of Oman Ltd., (S.A.O.) Muscat, Sultanate of Oman. 

Premier Bank Ltd., Accra, Ghana. 

KIFCO- Kuwait International Finance Co., 5.A.K.. Safat, Kuwait. 

BCC Finance & Securities Ltd., Bangkok, Thailand. 

BCCI Leasing (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia. 

BCC Countries 

AiKlralu. Bolunuk. Bahrain. BanKUinli, DiirluJiit BiHwjia. Brazil I'ammiin CjiuiIil China. C« 4t'mhw. (.\pruv Djitxud. Feipi 
fiaiRT. Gabon. Germany iMoii. Ouiu. Gibmliuj. Grunt C» nun. H««nu Kune. India. Indonesia. |v|e ol Man. bolt. In ■n Ci um . Jdmuii- j 
Japan, Jwbn. Kenya. Korea i Smith i. Kuwml. Lehimm. Liheru. laiuwitimru. Mjimh. Vjbjua. Maltlrun Ktuunlnu. Munwii. Miin«xn. 
NeiherLjndi Anutas. Nfcwr. Nibru. Oman, FUdsLin. Panama Htiilippinrv helueal. SeneesL Seychelles. Sierra Leone. Spain. Sn Lmku 
Sudan, SMUdand. Snuerland. Thadaikl. Jbyy. Turkcv Uniied Arab E mi rales. L’rainl Kim-dnm. I'rusuw US. A . \fcnc<ucla. Yemen iNonhi. 
Zambia. Zimbabwe 







Between controversy and split 


MOROCCO’S invitation of an Israeli delegation to attend a 
Jewish congress in Rabat earlier this week has taken the Arab 
World by storm. But what has Morocco really done to incur the 
wrath of those of us Arabs who bitterly attacked its move to 
host the 35 political figures from Israel? Is it the fact that King 
Hassan is the current chairman of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) whose resolutions strictly prohibit Arab- 
Israeli contacts so long as Israel continues to occupy Arab 
territories and ignore Palestinian rights? Or is it the separatist 
tendency of the Rabat government in dealing with the Pal- 
estinian problem outside Arab agreement and consensus? Or 
the ostentatious manner in which the Jewish congress was 
organised and publicised despite cries of protests and obj- 
ections from the rest of the Arab World? 

On the other hand, what kind of support, if any. is Morocco 
getting from Arab quarters, especially those who advocate a 
direct Israeli-Palestinian dialogue or mutual recognition bet- 
ween the two parties? Why is it that only Israel took to the 
praise of King Hassan's step, although even members of the 
Israeli delegation interpreted the Moroccan invitation merely 
as a calculated move by Rabat to appease the Americans? 

What is really the matter with King Hassan? Is be trying to 
be another Sadat or what? But then was it not him who arr- 
anged for the late Egyptian president to go to Jerusalem in 
1977? How did we react to his intercession then? And how 
.different, in legality and shape, is this move on his part from his 
help six and a half years ago to arrange Sadat's visit to Jer- 
usalem. 

It could be easily said that just like in 1977. Morocco has 
done something, once again, to open the door for a new split in 
the Arab World, at a time when the Arabs need and are 
straggling to close ranks on the challenges facing them. The 
theory that Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan and the PLO gave 
the go-ahead for the Moroccan king to invite the Israelis does 
not really stand up to the truth; and all four parties have denied 
claims originally made in the Israeli press on this issue anyway. 
But if the Moroccans are telling us that what they are doing is in 
keeping with Arab resolutions and Palestinian aspirations, that 
becomes a different question altogether. 

In all cases, the resultant is a controversial Issue at best and 
divisive at worst. The Moroccan step can be most damaging if it 
is allowed to float unchecked. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: More democratic debate 


THE EXECUTIVE and legislative authorities in Jordan Tuesday set 
a good example of democratic practice by openly debating issues 
related to domestic affairs and Jordan s security. In the six-hour 
session the prime minister spoke candidly about the country’s issues 
and offered clarification about several questions of concern lo the 
citizens. 

The session clearly showed that both the deputies and the gov- 
ernment are keen on defending the right of every citizen and mai- 
ntaining law and order in the country in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the constitution. The deputies were brave and objective in 
putting forward proposals or asking the government for clarification 
of a number of issues. The government was candid and open to the 
proposals and offered clarification and provided answers to the que- 
stions. This was a dialogue between people and government and a 
show of co-operation between the two sides for the sake of serving 
the national goals. 

This type of dialogue should be encouraged and should serve as a* 
first step towards more democratic practices. Both sides acted with 
responsibility as both are keen on preserving the security and sta- 
bility of Jordan and serving the country’s interests. 


Al Dustour: Fruitful debate 

WE SUPPORT the government's endeavours to safeguard the sec- 
urity of the country and its citizens but we also hope the government 
will also maintain its drive to protect the dignity of innocent citizens 
and their rights to freedom and justice. The citizens should be gua- 
ranteed the right to work, movement, free expression and travel as 
long as they respect the law. 

We are delighted to see the prime minister announcing these facts 
to the Lower House of Parliament and we take pride in seeing our 
deputies putting forward proposals and asking clarification from the 
government about its acii* ities and about certain issues of concern to 
the public. 

The parliament's Tuesday session was a demonstration of dem- 
ocratic practice in Jordan and a constructive step towards an open 
democratic development which will bolster ciiizens' confidence in its 
leadership and enhance Jordan’s democratic image before the world. 
The deputies were objective and brave to ask the questions and the 
government was candid enough to offer clarifications, thus offering 
evidence of co-operation between the two sides to serve public 
interests. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Security first 


IN HIS statement to parliament Tuesday Prime Minister Ahmad 
'Obcidat stressed that the security services of Jordan will maintain a 
vigilant mind on all matters and will continue to offer protection to 
the citizens and safeguard the country's stability and peace. 

The statement, coming in response to questions and proposals put 
forth by parliament members, reflects the government’s keenness on 
maintaining co-operation with the legislative body, which represents 
the people on all matters which concern the citizens and a democratic 
manner of handling public affairs. The parliament session Tuesday 
pr-semed to the world a bright image of a democratic country which 
is striving to keep up its progress and prosperity, and whose gov- 
ernment continues to strive to achieve prosperity for its ciiizens in 
co-operation with their representatives in parliament. 

The frankness which characterised the prime minister's statement 
and the courageous stand of the deputies who put forth suggestions 
and questions, under-line the fact that the two sides have a main goal 
and that is to serve ihe public with sincerity and with objectivity. 


U.S. Mideast 


policy: A case of self-betrayal 


By John Reddaway 


‘I SEE and approve the better:' 
I pursue the worse. These 
words of the Roman poet Vet" 
gfl aptly sum up the -Rake's 
progress of successive gov- 
ernments of the, United States 
in dissipating American cre- 
dibility and Arab goodwill in 
Ihe Middle East. Consistently 

governments in Washington 
nave perceived and ack- 
nowledged what they ought to 
be doing for the sake of peace. 
No less consistently they have 
foile d to do it. The honourable 
exception is the action of Pre- 
sident Eisenhower in 1957 
when he forced Israel to wit- 
hdraw from the Sinai and the 
Gaza 'Strip. 

He posed the moral issue: 

“Should a nation which 
attacks and occupies for- 
eign territory in the face of 
United Nations dis- 
approval be allowed to 
impose the conditions of 
its withdrawal? If we 
agree, then I fear we will 
have turned back the clock 
of international order.” 

There may be some critics of 
American conduct who would 
say that it is too charitable to 
Washington even to concede 
that it does “see and approve 
the better.” Certainly there 
have been, from time to time, 
individual office-holders 
whose minds seem to have 
been closed to any con- 
sideration of better or worse 
that might be disadvantageous 


"to Israel. The present U.S.~ 
permanent representative at. 
the United Nations seems to be 
one such, as were her pre- 
decessors at the time of the. 
1967 war and at the time of the 
U.N. debate on the proposition 
that ' Zionism Is a form of rac- 
ism’. There is something in the 
air of New York which often 
seems to bring out at the Uni- 
ted Nations the worst in Ame- 
rican diplomacy. Some critics- 
of Dr. Kissinger would include 
him among American political 
figures who have proved inc- 
apable of distinguishing bet- 
ween right and wrong where 
Israel was concerned. But that 
depends on a subjective jud- 
gment of bis motives in ado- 
pting bis. "step by step" dip- 
lomacy after 1973. The effect 
was to fritter away the best 
chance of peace for many 
years. But was it merely ill- 
judged or was it deliberately 
designed to serve Israel's ends? 

In fairness an Englishman 
who condemns such lack of 
principle on the part of Ame- 
rican politicians should ack- 
nowledge that they are but the 
heirs of a British politician, 
Arthur Balfour, who was des- 
cribed by his Cabinet col- 
league. Lord Curzon, as "the 
worst and most dangerous of 
the British foreign ministers 
with whom I have been bro- 
ught into comact in my public 
life .” These latter-day Ame- 
rican “Balfours" merely echo 
the blind contempt for morality 
which Balfour himself exp- 


ressed in 1919 when he ass- 
erted that. 

"Zionism, be it right or 
wrong, good or bad, isroo- 
ted in age-long traditions, 
in present needs, in future 
hopes, of far profounder 
import than the desires 
and prejudices of the 
700,000 Arabs who now 
inhabit that ancient land.” 

However, the record — so 
thoroughly documented in Alf- 
red Lilienthars “The Zionist 
Connection” — shows that 
American presidents, inc- 
luding Truman, and their sec- 
retaries of state often did per- 
ceive and approve — some of 
course more than others — the 
better course for' America to. 
take. Why then did they follow 
the worse? The reason is that, 
with the exception of Eis- 
enhower in 1957, Washington 
has never had a foreign policy 
at all in regard to Israel and the 
Arab World — in the normal 
sense, that is, of a policy based 
on a calculation of America’s 
. own interests in the region and 
on any objective assessment of 
the geo-political issues inv- 
olved. Instead, it has bad a 
domestic policy of subservience 
external to Israel and its sup- 
porters in the United States: 
and the "policy” it has fol- 
lowed has been essentially no 
more than a reflection of this. 

The effect has been a pro- 


gressive decline from bad to’ 
worse in the conduct of suc- 
cessive American adm- 
inistrations. If former Ame- 
rican leaders came back to life 
today, they would be ast- 
ounded and dismayed at the 
object way in which U.S. gov- 
ernments have failed to live up 
to their own promises and und- 
ertakings regarding the req- 
uirements for a just and lasting 
peace — return of Arab ref- 
ugees. Israeli withdrawal to the 
1947 partition lines, an int- 
ernational status for Jer- 
usalem, an Arab state for the 
Palestinians, equal rights for 
Arabs and Jews in the Jewish 
state, Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab territories occupied in 
1967, again the return of ref- 
ugees. respect by Israel for the 
rights of civilians under mil- 
itary occupation and no set- 
tlement of Israelis on occupied 
Arab land. Nothing is more 
depressing in the whole sorry 
history of the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict than the way in which 
American leaders have hab- 
ituated themselves to Israel's 
wrongdoing and defiance — 
and ended up by asquiesciog in 
iL No doubt at each point of 
time they meant — or sincerely 
thought they meant — what 
they said about the steps they 
should be taking towards a just 
and lasting peace. They may 
not consciously have decided 
to yield to Israel's obduracy. 


“But in practice they did so, time 
and again, without apparently 
asking themselves where this 
'progressive backsliding would 
lead. The latest instance of this 
self-inflicted loss of credibility 
was not really, as Mr. Shultz 
has suggested, the actual wit- 
hdrawal of- American troops 
from Lebanon. It was the att- 
empt to use them in order to 
impose on Lebanon a set- 
tlement acceptable to Israel, 
after America had roundly 
(and rightly) condemned Isr- 
ael's invasion. 

Somehow, if there is ever to 
be peace, it will have to be bro- 
ught home to America's pol- 
itical leaders that, if they con- 
tinue to conduct themselves as 
enemies of the Arab World by 
providing the economic, mil- 
itary and political support 
which Israel needs in order to 
Sustain its oppression of Arab 
(Kople and its usurpation of 
Arab land, they must expect to 
Wt treated as enemies by 
Arabs. More protestations of 
friendship towards the Arabs, 
false claims to be acting as an 
“honest broker”, can no longer 
disguise the fact that America 
has indeed now lost all cre- 
dibility in the Arab World. 
And yet. of course, America 
still holds the key to peace. All 
who wish to see a just and las- 
' ting settlement in the Middle 
East must hope that His Maj- 
esty King Hussein's recent sta- 
tements may jolt President 
Reagan into asking himself the 
crucial question: Should not 


the United States prefer its 
own interests to those of its cii- 
tent, Israel? 

It is indeed high time that 
any friends America may still 
have left in the Arab World 
should speak out bluntly and 
loudly to Washington about 
the folly of its policy — or lack 
of policy — in the Middle East. 
That is an act of friendship, not 
enmity. It was an American 
diplomat, a former ambassador 
to Jordan, who told an aud- 
ience of British par- 
liamentarians, officials and 
Journalists a few years ago: “If 
you want to get the president's 
ear in Washington, it is no good 
relying on any "special rel- 
ationship" or on quiet, friendly 
advice behind the scenes. The 
American political system is 
such that you have to shout if 
you want to be heard above the 
din of all the other voices cla- 
mouring for the president's 
attention — above all if you are 
trying to compete with the 
Zionist lobby . 

Mr. Reddaway is a British cit- 
izen who was the administrative 
secretary to the government of 
Cyprus and the deputy 
commissioner-general of Uni- 
ted Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). His last 
assignments were as director of 
the Council for Arab- British 
Understanding and director- 
general of the Arab-British 
Centre until 1980. He con- 
tributed this article to the Jor- 
dan Times. 



U.S. embassy in Israel and the law 


Spain’s biggest tycoon 
shattered in jail cell 


By Jules Stewart 

Reuter 


By Sally V.' 
and Thomas Madison 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Jerusalem has profound rel- 
igious significance for the adh- 
erents of Judaism. Christianity, 
and Islam. The city's universal 
character is reflected in the U.N. 
General Assembly's Palestine 
Partition Resolution 181 of Nov. 
29. 1947 which divided Palestine 
into the stale of Israel and the Pal- 
estine Arab state, with Jerusalem 
established as a separate entity, 
termed technically the Corpus 
Separatum, which was not under 
the control of any nationalism. As 
a result of the 1947-4S hostilities. 
West Jerusalem came under Isr- 
aeli control and East Jerusalem 
came under Jordanian control. In 
the hostilities of June. 1 967, East 
Jerusalem also came under Israeli 
control. 

EL The applicable 
international law 

During the second world war. 
Nazi Germany annexed portions 
of occupied territory to Germany 
and claimed that the inhabitants 
were no longer entitled to the then 
protections of international law 
which were largely embodied in 
Hague Convention IV of 1907. 
The Nuremberg war crime trials 
uniformly held that such pur- 
ported annexations were in vio- 
lation of the existing law and that 
it was a war crime to attempt by 
such devices to deprive inh- 
abitants of the protections of int-. 
emational law. For example, the- 
court held in pari: 

So-called annexed territories in 
Poland were in reality nothing 
more than territory under bel- 
ligerent occupation of the military 
forces of Germany. 

The negotiating history of art- 
icle 47 of the Geneva Convention 
for the Protection of Civilians of 
1 949 demonstrates that h was car- 
efully drafted to avoid a repetition 
of the Nazi violations of int- 
ernational law. It codified the hol- 
ding of the war crimes trials and 


provided in comprehensive wor- 
ding that changes made, including 
“any annexation” by the militaiy 
occupant “of the whole or pan of 
the occupied territory.” would not 
have legal effect and would not 
deprive Ch ilians “of the benefits 
of the present Convention.” 

On Nov.22,1967. the U.N. Sec- 
urity Council unanimously ado- 
pted Resolution 242. which ref- 
lected the obligations of cus- 
tomary international law and of 
the U.N. charter by emphasising 
the inadmissibility of the acq- 
uisition of territory by war. The 
resolution, however, only req- 
uired withdrawal of “Israeli 
armed forces from the territories 
occupied in the recent conflict.” 
This means that East Jerusalem, 
which was occupied in 1967, is 
occupied territory.with all of its 
legal consequences, while Israel 
has received at least de facto rec- 
ognition of its claim to West Jer- 
usalem, as it was occupied in 1 948. 
Another provision of Resolution 
242 provided for the “right” of 
“every state in the area” ...“to live 
in peace within secure Mid rec- 
ognised boundaries”. Both the 
Reagan peace plan of Sept. 1, 

1 982 and the Saudi Arabian.peace 
plan announced by then Crown 
Prince Fahd on Aug. 7. 1981 rec- 
ognised secure boundaries for all 
states in- the area including the 
state of Israel within its pre-June 
1967 boundaries subject only to 
minor boundary adjustments. Isr- 
ael immediately announced its 
rejection of each peace plan. 

On. July. 30, 1980 the Israeli 
Knesset adopted a law entitled 
Basic Law: Jerusalem Capital of 
Israel”, which purported to annex 
East Jerusalem to the state of Isr- 
ael. Israel, like the U.S. and each 
of the Arab states involved in the 
recurring hostilities, is a state 
party to the Civilians Covention 
and is bound by the provisions of 
Security Council Resolution 242. 
In addition, the Israeli supreme 
court in the "Eton Moreh Case” 
(H.CJ. 39Q/79,Sup. Ct. Israel. 
Oct. 22, 1979) has declared that 
Israel is bound by Hague Con- 


vention IV, even though not a 
party to chat Convention, because 
it has become binding customary 
law. Therefore, the Israeli officials 
responsible for the attempted 
annexation of East Jerusalem, like 
the Nazi officials before them, are 
guilty of violations of int- 
ernational law which constitute' 
war crimes according to the cri- 
teria of the world war II war cri- 
mes trials. 

HI. The applicable U.S. 
constitutional law 

As treaties of the United States, 
both Hague Convention IV and 
the Civilians Convention are pans 
of” the supreme Law of the Land” 
under Article VI of the U.S. con- 
stitution. If the U.S. government 
were to assent to or condone Isr- 
aeli violation of them, it would be 
unconstitutional. 

In addition to its constitutional 
obligation to uphold the Civil ans 
Convention, the U.S. has a spe- 
cific obligation to do so under art- 
icle 1 of this Convention. This art- 
icle. which is a common article 
appearing in all fouT of the Gen- 
eva Conventions for the Pro- 
tection of War Victims of 1949, 
provides in full: 

The High Contracting Parties 
undertake to respect and to ensure 
respect for the present Con- 
vention In all circumstances. 

The obligation of a state party 
to respect a convention is com- 
monplace. The new wording 
added at Geneva in 1949,“to ens- 
ure respect”, was designed as an 
enforcement provision so that 
when one party to the convention 
is in violation, the others must 
take energetic measures to ensure 
that the violating party returns to a 
position of respect for the Con- 
vention. Unless the U.S. gov- 
ernment take energetic measures 
to undo the illegal annexation of 
East Jerusalem, it is in violation of 
the applicable international law 
and also in violation of the sup- 
remacy clause in Article VI of the 
constitution. 

It sbould be recognised also that 
the U.S. constitution in Article II. 


Section 3, places the entire rec- 
ognition power of the U.S. in the 
hands of the executive branch with 
no participation whatsover by the 
Congress. Consequently, leg- 
islation to move the embassy 
would also be unconstitutional as 
In violation of the exclusive power 
of the executive to recognise and 
conduct foreign relations. 

IV. Conclusions 

The bill before the U.S. Con- 
gress to move the U.S. embassy 
from its present location in Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem would, if made 
into law, be contrary to both int- 
ernational and U.S. constitutional 
law. In addition, it would be wid- 
ely and accurately interpreted as 
U.S. active, support of, rather 
than mere acquiesence in. the Isr- 
aeli violation of Hague Con- 
vention IV and the Civilians Con- 
vention. This would result in the 
destruction of any remaining cre- 
dibility which the U.S. gov- 
ernment prossesscs as an effective 
peace-maker in the Middle East. 

It is unfortunate that the Ame- 
rican politicians who are self- 
appointed protectors of alleged 
Israeli interests have not been wil- 
ling to admit that the real interest 
of Israelis is the same as those of 
other peoples in the Middle East, 
that, peace under law rather than a 
perpetuation of the conflict with 
increasing destruction of human 
and material values for all. Mov- 
ing the U.S. embassy in violation 
of law would serve to perpetuate 
the conflict. The profound sig- 
nificance of Jerusalem provides an 
opportunity for it to constitue a 
central element in Middle East 
peace, but only if the basic req- 
uirements of law are enforced. 

Dr. W. T. Mallison is professor 
of law and director of the int- 
ernational and comparative law 
programme at George Washington 
University, Washington D.C. Mr. 
S.B. Mallison is research associate 
in that programme. The article is 
reprinted from Middle East Int- 
ernational of May 4,1984. 


MADRID — Jose Maria Ruiz 
Mateos used to preside over 
Spain's biggest private business 
empire. But now as he waits in a 
I West German prison cell for pos- 
sible extradition, he is a shattered 
relic of the dapper Andalusian 
sherry tycoon of better times, acc- 
ording to those who have visited 
him. 

The arrest of Mr. Ruiz Mateos. 
53, in Frankfurt last month seems 
to have ended a self-imposed exile 
which began 15 months ago when 
-Spain's Socialist government exp- 
ropriated his Rumasa Cor- 
poration, which had annual sales 
of S3 billion. 

The Spanish government said 
last week it will ask West Ger- 
many (o extradite Mr. Ruiz Mat- 
eos, where he faces charges of 
fraud, tax evasion and capital 
flight. 

Mr. Ruiz Mateos became a man 
on the run after police raided his 
Madrid headquarters at midnight 
on Feb. 23. 1983, confiscating the 
company’s books. The gov- 
ernment said it was forced to take 
over his empire to avoid a banking 
collapse. 

For Spain's most colourful 
rags -to- riche s tycoon it meant the 
end of a dream — a fanatic's dan- 
gerous dream, according to Fin- 
ance Minister Miguel Boyer, who 
Ordered the expropriation. 

But despite the loss of an emp- 
ire whose net worth Mr. Ruiz 
Mateos valued at “billions of dol- 
lars" — the government put Rura- 
asa’s liabilities at $1 .6 billion at 
the time of the takeover — his spi- 
rit at first remained buoyant. 

_ Initially, he set out to win back 
his empire, jetting from Europe to 
the Caribbean and the United Sta- 
tes to round up-suppon for his str- 
uggle with the Spanish gov- 
ernment. 

"Why doesn’t the government 
sell off my companies?” he asked 
a reporter during an interview in 
'his self-imposed exile in London,-' 


a scoffing tone in his voice. 
“They're afraid to. because they 
know Rumasa doesn't belong to 
them.” 

From the luxurious mansion 
where he and his 1 3 children lived 
on the more than S 600 million the 
government says he smuggled out 
of Spain. Mr. Ruiz Mateos waged 
a legal battle to recover His bus- 
iness empire. 

Mr. Ruiz Mateos was the sole 
owner of a company that included 
Spain's second -largest hotel 

chain, fifth-largest construction 
and real estate firm, eighth largest 
banking network, plus travel age- 
ncies. insurance companies and 
the sherry vineyards that gave him 
his start in business. 

"I will get Rumasa back and this 
affair will be the government's 
political grave,” he said then. 

But the government saw things 
differently. It began to sell off 
Rumasa holdings, including two 
banks and several companies. 

And the Spanish authorities 
pursued. Mr. Ruiz Mateos on cha- 
rges of fraud, tax evasion and cap- 
ital flight, and tracked his mov- 
ements until he was finally caught 
in West Germany. 

Forced to leave Britain, he was 
arrested in Frankfurt Airport at 
the request of a Madrid court. ? 
Spanish officials say he was car- 
rying a false Panamanian passport 
and a pistol. 

His wife and lawyers say he is r 
severely depressed and ’spends r 
most of his nme pacing his small : . 
celL which he is allowed to leave *• 
for only an hour each day to exe- j. 
rcise. ’ ? 

The circumstances surrounding, : 
Mr. Ruiz Mateos' arrest were in* 
deep contrast to the lifestyle of the* 
man who once nurtured a pat-? 
cmalisiic dream of a 1 00,000- j 
worker payroll. 

Before Ru mass’s exp-.; 
ropriation. Mr. Ruiz Mateos har. 
accumulated almost 700 corn! 
panies and 60,000 employees. Hcf 
had a messianic faith in the com[ 
pany which he had built up form • 
small sherry exporting business.? 
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TH ^ LITERARY CQRNER Oscar Wilde - A tragic hero 

The other side of the ordeal 


. OSCAR. WILDE, the great' 
Irish writer, was a brilliant int- 
' dkctnal and possessed a fla- 
' ahmg wit and a boundlessly 
* generous nature. He was so 
witty that when. on a lecture 
tour in America a customs off- 
icer asked him if he bad any- 
thing to declare, he int- 
clHgeotly answered, “ My wit” . 
Be bad pot his genius into his 
. fife and his talent into his 
woxks/He was an unparalleled 
~ conversationalist who riveted! 

. hh audience by the b rillian ce of- 
; his conversation, the scope of 
bis. knowledge and the sh ee r 
force of his personality. 

- wade's tragic QoW bed in his 
- pass i ona t e fondness of living. 

" His ^ life, in the full gjare of 

publicity, enchanted him. Thr- 
ough his zest for good living 
‘ and his craving for the lim- 
elight; and at the height of his 
popular success, tragedy mer- 
cilessly struck him. He mai- 
ntained a fateful friendship 
with Lord Alfred . Douglas ■ 
whose “shameful ' and irr- 
esponsible deeds’* led to 
Wilde's arrest and trial, which 
brought him public shame and 
humflity. 

Oscar WOde was fond of 
Lord Alfred Douglas to the 
extent that he completely gave 
np to him, losing his will power. 
Douglas wanted to send his 
father to a lunatic asylum so as i 
to keep him out of the way." 

He wanted to have his father 
shot up so be could become the 
family champion and ben- 
efactor. He. attacked his father . 
with dreadful letters, abusive 
telegrams and insulting pos- 
tcards. He thought he was fig- 
hting his mother’s battles, 
“coming forward as her cha- 
mpion and avenging the ter- 
rible wrongs and sufferings of 
her married life." Dou glas. 
aided by Wilde, attempted to 
put his father in prison. The 
father turned the table on 
Wilde and got him into prison. . 
He not only accused Wilde of 
helping his son against him, but 

I also of having a “shameful" 
friendship with the son. 1 


Having spent “two long 
-• years of imprisonment;' Wilde 

writes his famous letter “De 
Profunda?’, in which he gives 
bis version of the events lea- 
ding up to and following the 
meeting with Lord Alfred 
Douglas. The letter is ext- 
remely valuable for its insi ght 
into the author’ s own per- 
sonality as well as for pre- 
senting a record of the actual 
happenings. It is sincere and 
moving despite the fact that 
much of it sounds suspiciously 
like spite and self-pity quite 
untypical of the man. 

It is high time WOde was 
remembered for the right rea- 
sons: 

“The longer one studies life 
and literature, the more str- 
ongly one feels that behind eve- 
rything that is wonderftil stands 
the individual, and that is not 
the moment th at makes the 
man, bat the man who creates 
the age.” 

WOde has finally determined 
to tell his side of the story. He 
decided to write to Lord Alf- 
red: 

“Oht ill-fated and most lam- 
entable friendship has ended in 
ruin and public infamy for me, 
yet the memory of oar ancient 
affection is often with me, and 
the thoght that hathmg, bit. 
terness and contempt should 
for ever take the place in my 
heart once held by love is very 
sad to me." 

He writes of his life and of 
Lord Alfred's life, of sweet 
things changed to bitterness, 
and of bitter things that may be 
turned into joy. The poor man 
blames himself terribly:"' 

“As I sit hen hi this dark cell 
m convict clothes, a disgraced 
and ruined man, 1 Mame mys- 
elf. In the perturbed and fitful 
nights of anguish, in the long 
monotonous days of pain, it is 
myself 1 Mame. I Name myself 
for allowing an mAii»n>rtiiai 
friendship, a friendship whose 
primary aim was not the cre- 
ation and contemplation of 
beautiful thing*, entirely to 
dominate my fife. From the 


very first there was too wide a 
gap between us. You had been 
'Idle at your school, worse H»n 
.idle at your university.** 

This tragic awareness of 
one’s absurd action reminds 
the author of his friendship's 
vanity, the friend who “dem- 
anded without grace and rec- 
eived without thanks.’’ The 
author reminds him of the 
money he spent on him. He 
accuses him of having the. 
“meanest motives,” “lowest 
appetite,”- and “most com- 
mon passion,” which ‘’became 
to you laws by which the lives 
of others were to be guided 
always, and to which, if nec- 
essary, they were to be without 
scruple sacrificed." 

Wflde always gave up to 
Douglas — another step tow- 
ards the tragic ending: 

“At the one supremely and 
tragically critical moment of all 
my life, just before ary lam- 
entable step of beginning my 
absurd action, on the one side 
there was your father attacking 
me with hideous cards left at my 
dub, on the other ride there was 
you nHaetrfng me with no less 
loathsome letters. The letter I 
received from you on the mor- 
ning of the day l let yon take me 
down to the Pbfice Sation to 
apply for the ridiculous war- 
rant for your father’s arrest 
was one of the worst you ever 
wrote, and for the most sha- 
meful reasoa. Between you' 
both I had lost my bead. My* 
j udgmen t forsook me. Terror 
took its place.*’ 

The friends of Wilde, who 
desired bis welfare implored 
him to retire abroad and not to 
face an impossible trial. With a 
feeling of remorse he says: 

“Of course, 1 was arrested 
and your father became ttt 
hero of the hour: more Indeed 
than the hero of the hour mer- 
ely: your family oow ranks str- 
angely wwHig h with the Imm- 
ortals: for with the gro- 
tesqneaess of effect that is as it 
were a Gothic element in his- 
tory, and makes Clio the least 
serious of all the Moses, your 


f athe r will always live among 
the kind pure-minded parents 
of Sunday school Hteratme; 
yoar place is with the infant 
Samuel; and in-the lowest mire 
of Malebolge I sit between Gfi- 
les de Retz and the Marquis de 
Sade.” 

As a spell on the tragic hero. 
Lord Alfred brought a strange 
doom on Wilde. He let him 
stand between an and himself, 
which brought him shame and 
blame. He tries to explain to 
Lord Alfred why he is in pri- 
son: 

“lam here for having tried to 
pot your father into prison. My 
attempt failed, of coarse. My 
own Counsel threw up their 
-briefs. Your father completely 
turned the tables on roe. and 
had me in prison, has me there 
still. Thai is why there is con- 
tempt felt for me. Thai is why 
people despise roe.” 

Lord Alfred could have done 
something: You could have pro- 
tested against your father’s ver- 
sion of our friendship, one no 
less grotesque than venomous 
and as absurd in its inference to 
you as it was dishonouring in its 
reference to me. That version 
has now actually passed into 
serious history: it is quo ted, bel- 
ieved, and chronicled; the pre- 
acher has taken it for his text, 
and the moralist for his barren 
theme: and I who appealed to 
aO the ages have bad to accept 
my verdict from one who is an 
ape and a buffoon." 

He begged Douglas to write 
something to clarify the mat- 
ter: 

“Bat at the time I wrote to 
yon 1 felt that for both onr sakes 
it would be a good thing, a pro- 
per thing, a right thing, not to 
accept that account which yonr 
father had pot forward through 
his Counsel for the edification 
of a PhOstlne wo rid. and that is 
why I asked you to t hink oat. 
and write something that would 
be nearer the truth." 

The lord never visited him. 
but instead: 

“My friends come to see me 
again. 1 enquire, as 1 always do. 


after you. I am told that yon are 
in yonr villa at Naples, and are 
bringing out a volume of 
poems. At the close of the int- 
erview it is mentioned casnaOy 
that you are dedicating them to 
me. The tidings seemed to give 
me a sort of nausea of life. I said 
nothing, hot silently went back 
to my cell with contempt and 
scorn in my heart. How could 
you dream of dedicating a vol- 
ume of poems to me without 
first asking my permission? 
Dream, do 1 say? How could 
you dare do sncb a thing." 

The author realises the spells 
cost on him. *■ 1 let myself be 
lured into long spells of sen- 
seless and sensual case.” 

He confesses that he ruined 
himself, but at ttic same time 
realises that his sufferings ser- 
ved a good purpose, “Now I 
find hidden somewhere away 
in my narure something that 
tells me that nothing in the 
whole world is meaningless, 
and suffering least of all. That 
something hidden away in my 
nature. like a treasure in a field, 
is humility. 

So it is humility blended with 
self-pity. He concludes that 
neither religion nor reason is 
going to helping; he gets to the 
point when he wifi “be able to 
say quhe simply, and without 
affection, that the two great 
turning points in my life were 
when my father sent me to 
Oxford, and when society sent 
me to prison.” One may que- 
stion the statement and won- 
der: Does he really mean what 
he says? Wilde realises that and 
maintains that “humility in the 
artist is his frank acceptance of 
all experiences.” 

Now. whether the man enj- 
oys torture or not. what he wri- 
tes of pain and sorrow, inter 
alia, remains beautiful art that 
will immortalise him and rank 
him among the great writers of 
the world: 

“Behind joy and laughter 
there may be a temperament, 
coarse, hard callous. Bat 
behind sorrow there is always 
sorrow. Pain, unlike pleasure, 


wears no mask. Truth in art is 
not any correspondence bet- 
ween the essential idea and the 
accidental existence; it is not the 
resemblance of shape to sha- 
dow, or of the form mirrored in 
the crystal to the form itself; it is 
no echo coining from a hollow 
hill, any more than it is a silver 
well of water in the valley that 
shows the moon to the moon 
and Narcissus to Narcissus. 
Truth in art is the unity of a 
thing with itself: the outward 
rendered expressive of the inw- 
ard: the soul made incarnate:, 
the body instinct, with spirit. 
For this reason there is no truth 
comparable to sorrow. There 
are times when sorrow seems to 
roe to be the only truth. Other 
things may be illusions of the 
eye or the appetite, made to 
blind the one and cloy the other, 
but out of sorrow have the 
worlds been built, and at the. 
birth of a child or star there is 
pain." 

Whatever his fondness oflife 
brought him. fame or shame. 
Wilde claims that he does not 
regret it — yet another step 
towards his fall: 

“I don’t regret for a tingle ' 
moment having (bed for ple- 
asure. I did tt to the ftiH, as one 
should do everything that one 
does. There was no pleasure I 
did tMK experience. I threw the 
pearl of my soul into a enp of 
wine. I went down the primrose 
path to the sound of flutes. I 
lived on honeycomb. But to 
have continued the same IMe 
would have been wrong because 
it would have been limiting. I 
had to pass on. The other half of 
the garden had its secrets for 
me also. Of course all this is 
foreshadowed and p re- figured 
in my books." 

The man is aware of bis ecc- 
entricities and tragic exp- 
eriences. As a true and humble 
artist, and as a genuine tragic 
hero who realises his doomed 
downfall, he does accept “all 
experiences” at any cost. 

— Ahmad Jaber 


A Khashoggi sports centre { at American University for $5m 



WASHINGTON — Saudi-born 
financier Adnan Khashoggi gave 
$5 mtUion to; :the„ American Un*o 
versity May 4 to help build a 
$14- million sports and con- 
vocation centre, to be named after 
him, on the sc boors main campus 
in Washington. 

Mr. Khashoggi is a member of 
the university's board of trustees. 

The gift was presented by his 
daughter, "NabAa. 1 * My father bel- 
‘ieves that education and economic 


development must occur sim- 
ultaneously for either to take firm 
root,” Miss Khashoggi said when 
she presented the gilt! “Nowhere 
is this more clearly evident than 
the United States. Nowhere is this 
more dearly needed than in the 
world’s developing nations.” 
“America’s universities have 
proved again and again to be good 
partners in progress,” she said. 
"The American University is a 
special case in point. Its large for- 


eign student population, its com- 
mitment to the study of world cul- 
tures — exemplified by its school-: 
of international service — its lac--. 
ation in the capital of the United 
States, makes the American Uni- 
versity multinational and mul- 
tidimensional. It is for this reason 
that he has chosen to give this gift 
to the American University.” 

In accepting the gift, American 
University’s President Dr. Ric- 
hard Berendzen. said, “ Mr. Kha- 


shoggi's gift makes this ins- 
titutional dream come true. Wit- 
hout it. the dream would onlv lin-. 
■ger." 

Dr. Berendzen said that ind- 
ependent schools such as Ame- 
rican Upiveristy operate on tui- 
tion, gifts and endowments, with 
little public support. “Thus, phi- 
lanthropy such as Mr. KhashoggPs 
is vital." 

Mr. Berendzen noted that 
American University’s students - 


come from 125 nations. “Mr. 
Khashoggi applauds this plu- 
ralism,” he said. “He agrees ... 
that such an institution 'benefits 
the local community, the city, the 
nation, and institution benefits the 
local community, the city, the nat- 
ion, and ultimately the world.” 
John Berard of the Washington 
public relations firm of Gray and 
Company said that the gift brings 
the total funds available for the 
new building to about S 10 million. 


The centre will occupy 100,000 
square feet. 

Mr. Khashoggi was bom in 
Saudi Arabia in 1935. He is the 
son of the late Dr. Mohamed Kha- 
lid Khashoggi. a well-known 
Saudi physician, sceinost. bus- 
inessman and philanthropist. In 
1975 the Khashoggi family est- 
ablished the Khashoggi Fou- 
ndation. which funds non-profit, 
international, intercultural act- 
ivities. — U.S. Information Centre. 
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Attention — children 

VERY OFTEN on Friday afternoons you choose to go to your 
favourite club to hare a cup of coffee peacefully while your children- 
play in the garden of the dub. 

Peace? Unfortunately not always available, because it might be 
that the did) has organised a rally or that sort of activity. In this 
case ft feels as if you're sitting in the street, ft is difficult to talk 
because you cannot hear anything with cars driven by excited 
drivers at a very high speed in front of yon, not minding the 
.hampers enacted to limit the speed. 

You look at them scared , and you worry that one of them would 
knock a child. In fact this is what did happen once. A small girl of 
five whose parents apparently were inside was preparing herself to 
cross the street that separates the terrace from the garden — a 
distance of 10 meters at the most — and the girl bad crossed it more 
than once before. Bat that day and while she was right in the 
: middle, a car driven by a teenager suddenly appeared at an inc- 
redible speed from a small lane at the Interior of the dub. All the 
people sitting on the terrace of the club realised what was going to 
happen and started to scream. Miraculously the girl was saved. 

Soon after aO the people present started collecting their children, 
worried about what has happened. The children started to com- 
plain that it was just five q’ clock, and they were promised a full 
afternoon of fun. In less than 15 minutes the terrace was completely 
empty. 

Undoubtedly this is not their idea of a peaceful afternoon, and 
yet the solution is quite simple. The cars should take another road 
far from the terrace where pedestrian areas should be preserved. 


Jews claim Oberammergau 
passion play is anti-semitic 


By Nesha Starcevic 

Associated Press 

OBERAMMERGAU, West 
Germany — Jerusalem will be rec- 
reated in the Alps once again this 
May as the villagers of Obe- 
rammergau stage their world- 
renowned Passion Play to mark 
the 350tb anniversary of an oath 
they took to ward off the plague. 

Undaunted by strong opp- 
osition from Jews who claim the 
play is anti-Semitic, the lavish 
production depicting the life and 
death of Jesus Christ opens in this 
quaint Bavarian village on May 21 
and runs through Sept. 20 with 95 
performances. 

Originally started as a gesture of 
thanksgiving, the Passion Play has 
become an economic windfall for 
the village of Wood carvers, tuc- 
ked in the Ammer Valley beneath 
the high, snow-capped peaks of 
the Alps. 

Some 500.000 visitors attended 
the 1 9 SO performances in a huge 
theatre with an open-air stage, 
and most spent at least one night 
in the village. 

“The play has catapulted Obe- 
rammergau onto the world map ” 
Mayor Klement Fendt said. 

The Passion Play dates back to 
1633, when the Bubonic Plague 
ravaged the Ammer Valley, kil- 
ling 85 villagers in a period of sev- 
eral months. 

When the Roman Catholic res- 
idents vowed to stage a Passion 
Play every 10 years S the disease 
abated, the “black plague" van- 
ished in what was regarded as a 
miracle. 

The first play was held in 1634, 
and the cycle has been repeated at 


the start of every decade since 
then, except when prevented by 
anti-Catholic rulers in 1770 and 
1810 and World War II. 

Jewish groups criticise the Pas- 
sion Play for what they say is its 
tendency to became Jews for the 
death of Jesus, and its defamatory’ 
depiction of Jews. Officials of the 
American Jewish Committee cal- 
led the test "a nightmare of anti- 
Semitism." 

An attempt to introduce an ent- 
irely play, based on an old text by 
Benedictte Ferdinand Rosncr. 
was rejected by two thirds of the 
villagers after a trial performance 
in 1978. 

The current play is based on the 
text written by Father Othmar 
Weis in 1810 and revised in 1950 
by Father Joseph Alois Dai- 
senberger. both of the nearby 
Benedictine monastery of Ettal. 

The play has nothing to do with 
anti-Semitism.” Father Josef For- 
stmayr. a priest of Oberammergau 
wrote in a foreword to the official 
text. 

“Tlie play is a thanksgiving pra- 
yer from the entire village and it 
has been freed of all possible 
anti-JewiSh contents.” he con- 
tended. 

Most foreign visitors come from 
the United States. Scandinavia. 
Britain. Japan and Australia. 

' Package arrangements, inc- 
luding a hotel room and meals and 
a ticket, cost between 209 to 494 
marks ($80 to 190) per person. 

Only tickets for the Saturday 
performances can be purchased 
without reserving hotel rooms. 
These seats, which cost 60 to 90 
marks ($23 to 35), already have 
sold out. 
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WATCH FOR OUR NEW ' 

PROGRAMME 

Egyptian Tourist Week 
Folklore Dancing and Egyptian 
Food Specialities 17 th — 20 th May 

Res. 6600011 'b . . 9 
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Do Not Leave 
AMMAN Without 
Having Eaten at 



Excellent FRENCH 

Cuisine & Service 


THE BANGS 

BEST STEM HOUSE 
IN AMMAN 

TRYTHE THICK JUICY 

AMERICAN SIRLOINS 
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. VyAf 
The place for 
the Gourmet 

Delicious Cuisine] 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzas^ 
Excellent Service 

Tel: 842171 
842172 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman' 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 


Amman 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday- Inn Hotel 


Aqaba 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 
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Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
Traditional Chinese dishe? 
Open daily 
12:40 - 3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 




CHINA 
RESTAURANTl 

ABOVE HOMMI 

, supermarket 

The first and best Chinese 
- restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take'- away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily 1 1 .30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



Mid dle E a^Hoici 
AMMAN, JORDAN 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM ■ 


☆ Living rooms 
fr Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubQ for children ___ 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Hornes 

☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663880 QvH defence street 



. The' youtnful 
style with an 
eye to the future \ 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents Oil over the world 

I Tel: 664090 Tbc Z220S BESUCO JO| 
Crtto: NuMitwheo. 

P.O. Boa 326487 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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ancial support 


NEW YORK (R) — Next month’s heavyweight box- 
ing title fight between American Larry Holmes and 
Genie Coetzee of South Africa was threatened with 
cancellation Tuesday when the chief financial bac- 
ker pulled out. 


A fight spokeswoman in Los 
Angeles lold Reuter by telephone 
that JPD Sports, a Dallas-based 
television network which was 
promoting the fight with Caesars 
Palace, was withdrawing from the 
promotion. 

But spokeswoman Coleen 
Hayes said a group of California 
businessmen were stepping into 
the breach and the fighL would be 


held as scheduled in Las Vegas on 
June S. 

“JPD is pulling out” Hayes 
said, "but the new group has dep- 
osited a letter of credit for $16 
million, and the fight will go on." 

Sources said JPD Sports, which 
was making its first venture into 
boxing, had failed to come up with 
sufficient funds for its share of the 
promotion and had been forced to 


step aside. 

The California group was said 
to be headed by a man identified 
only as Dr. Edward McDonald. 

Holmes has been guaranteed 58 
million and Coetzee $3 million for 
the fight, according to sources. 

If the contest takes place. Hol- 
mes would be defending his Int- 
ernational . Boxing Federation 
(IBF) title for the first time after 
relinquishing the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) crown he held for 
seven years. 

Coetzee is scheduled to defend 
his World Boxing Association 
(WBA) title in the 15-round bout 
at a temporary stadium at Caesars 
Palace. 


National women’s 
tennis team to meet 
U.S. embassy team 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian National Women’s 
Tennis team win challenge the 
American embassy team Friday 
3:00 p.m. at the Jordan Tennis 
Federation courts. 

Participants: Luma Halazan, 
Nancy Ensour, Salpi Ete- 
ymezian. Zeina Asfour. Rasha 
Hamami and Carmen Saad. 

The tournament will be open 
for the public. 


Uruguayan star 
joins Palmeiras 

SAO PAULO (R) — Victor Hugo 
Diogo, Uruguay's international 
right back has been signed by Sao 
Paulo's Palmeiras, club officials 
said Tuesday. 




FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


OPTICIAN URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining room, kitchen and ' 
bathroom, with central heating. Garden and independent 
entrance. 


To work in a new establishment situated in the Commercial 
centre, Housing Bank. 

Location: Shmeisani. near the Yugoslav Embassy. 
For information please call tel: 661658, Amman. 


Attractive salary offered: 

Pis contact Mr. Da)ani, Tel: 664986 or 669620 




TO LET 


Deluxe furnished 1st floor apartments overlooking 
Birds Garden, Shmeisani. Private Entrance, garage, 
garden, central heating and telephone. 

A- Two bedrooms, salon, dining room and library with 
modern kitchen, bathroom and 2 glass closed-in 
balconies. 

B- Four bedrooms, two salon, library, two glass 
closed-in balconies, two bathrooms and modern 
kitchen. 

Tel: 663856 _ 670930 


FURNISHED FLAT 

FOR RENT 

Fully furnished two bed- 
rooms, one bedroom, and 
studio flats for rent. Cen- 
tral heating, balconies, 
colour T.V., w/w carpet, 
autowashing machine 
with telephone. 

Wadi Saqra - near 5th Cir - . 

c/e, J. Amman 
Call tel: 673768, 672342 
after 2 p .m. 


DEGREE BY MAIL 

Get American ’higlTschool, 
bachelor, masters, Ph.D., 
from well known accredited 
institutions! All majors exc- 
ept medical, law: completely 
byl Guide lists addresses, 
requirements - all the inf- 
ormation you need! 

For your copy send us $10 or 
local currency equivalent 
to: T & C, P.O. Box 43802, 
Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 


Noah faces tough competition 


ROME (R) — French Open cha- 
mpion Yannick Noah twice pulled 
back from the brink of defeat to 
win his first-round match against 
Brazilian qualifier Julio Goes at 
the Italian Open tennis cha- 
mpionship here Wednesday. 

The third seed, who defends his 
French title in Paris in 12 days' 
time, finally won 5-7, 6-4, 7-6. 
But he had to use all his powers of 
concentration and skill to ove- 
rcome the Brazilian ranked 1 70th 
in the world. 

At one point Noah was one set 
and 4-0 down, before rallying to 


take six consecutive games for the 
second set. 

In the third, he was again in tro- 
uble trailing 5-2 but levelled the 
score to 5-5, saving a match point 
on the way. 

Goes seemed to lose his nerve 
on the crucial points. During the 
tie-break he smashed his racket on 
the ground and bent it so badly he 
had to kick it back into shape. 

Speaking to reporters after the 
match he said he felt he was going 
to win in the first two sets but lost 
confidence in the third, even when 
he was ahead. 


Liverpool, Norwich draw 1-1 

LIVERPOOL, England (R) — Champions Liverpool aimed to con- 
clude their English League soccer programme with a victory before 
their own fans Tuesday night — but Norwich had other ideas and 
held them 1-1. 

In fact, the visitors stunned Airfield when John Devine put them 
ahead in the 24th minute after a left wing break by Dennis van Wyk. 

Six minutes later Liverpool levelled when Ian Rush headed home a 
cross from AJan Kennedy. It was his 47th goal of the season. 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA CRESSIDA 1980. Brown. 63,000 kms. Good con- 
dition. 

JD 2,000 o.n.o. Duty paid. Available now. 

Tel. 35683 (office), 818374 (home) 


REQUIRED 

Experienced quantity surveyor/materials engineer 
required by international building and civil eng- 
ineering construction company to work in our Amman 
office on major prestigious projects. 

Suitable applicants with minimum six years exp- 
erience should contact the secretary: Al Habtoor 
Engineering Enterprises Co. (PVT.,) Ltd. 

Tel: Amman: 32661, 35280 


Hungary pulls out of 
Los Angeles Olympics 


BUDAPEST (R) — The Hun- 
garian National Olympic Com- 
mittee Wednesday announced its 
withdrawal from the Olympic 
Games at Los Angeles along with 
its East bloc allies. 

With Hungary now out. the only 
Soviet bloc countries still to dec- 
lare their Olympic intentions are 
Poland and Romania. The others 
have already withdrawn. 

“The Hungarian Olympic 
committee considers that the pre- 
sent conditions in the organisation 
of the Summer Olympics do not 
allow Hungarian athletes to par- 
ticipate in the games," according 
to the statement issued by Hun- 
garian official media. 

The committee “ shares the con- 
cern of the respective Olympic 
committees of the Soviet Union 
and other Socialist countries and 
declares its solidarity with them." 
the statement said. 

The withdrawal was ringed with 
irony, being announced one day 
after Hungary took the individual 


and team titles at an international 
pentathlon event here with a pro- 
wess that showed its squad could 
ha v e won two pentathlon golds at 
Los Angeles. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said the Hungarian statement was 
milder than the withdrawal ann- 
ouncements of its allies and sho- 
wed the decision had been lakeD 
more out of solidarity than out of 
the fear of specific dangers to their 
own athletes. 

“The Olympic committees ol 
the Socialist countries have adv- 
ocated the need to assert ideals of 
peace and friendship and to put an 
end to the propaganda campaign 
against Socialist countries and to 
guarantee the undisturbed par- 
ticipation of ail concerned." the 
Hungarian committee said. 

"There continues to be no ade- 
quate guarantee for security of 
athletes from all countries and the 
undisturbed holding of com- 
petitions. 


MAZDA 929 FOR SALE 

1981 model, excellent condition, all power, duty not paid. 

Call'Yarmouk University, 71100 ext 3277, evenings. 

Price negotiable 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Corolla 1.6 DX Model 1981 30 000 D,p- 

lomatic (Duty not paid) excellent condition, fitted with Rad o & Ste- 
reo 'Cassette Player: also selling Hand-knotted used carpet and 

.. ... ... L.«.lnn 1 nrHon 





Be our honored guest 

to Seoul 


Call Aviatiirist on 24805 0138146 




KOREAN AIR LINES 

1 We treat vou as an honored guest. 
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Paul Cezanne (1839-1906) 






o but great cheeses go on forever 


Cheese is one of the oldest and best-loved foods In the world. Throughout 
the ages, it has graced the tables of great men and simple folk alike, Its 
traditional recipes having been handed down from generation to 
generation. Many of the world's most famous cheeses come from 
France and they vary as much in size and shape as they do in flavour 
and type. 

From the mighty Emmentai, a hard cheese that can weigh over 200 lbs., 
down to the tiny vaiencay. a soft cheese covered with wood ash, there' 


are nearly 400 kinds of cheese made from the milk of cows, goats or sheep. 
Many of them such as camembert, Brie and Roquefort, are so magnificent 
than France's reputation could well stand on these examples alone. 
Every cheese has its own distinctive regional character and flavour, 
traditions and ingredients but the only way to understand the differences 
between French cheeses is to taste them. 

Eat French cheese every day and enjoy a great life! 




You are invited to taste French Food at any of the foHowfng 
supermarkets: 

AMMAN ■ APRIL 30 -MAY 4 

Khataf stem • Al Boustan • sweet ■ Al waha • Pkaoflty • tuswi • Rainbow 
• waddan 
MAY 7 -MAY 11 

HI way - men • Green vaiey • Basel • Safeway ■ Jordan Supermarket 
KURD * MAY 15 - MAY 18 

Hamdan Sieaermarket • Afta supermarket • irtxd supermark e t 
AQABA ■ MAY 22 - MAY 2fl 

Al Kawtar • Human Mtntsupennartcet • AMeen Food Stores. TTie 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sandis to raise oil supply to Taiwan 

TAIPEI (R)— Saudi Arabia has agreed to increase direct oil sales 
to Taiwan, front 50,000 to 60,000 barrels per day starting July 1 
the Chinese Petroleum Cqrp (CPC) announced Tuesday. A CPC 
spokesman told Ete&ters that Taiwan's purchases of Saudi oil 
through American oil firms would remain at 95,000 barrels per 
day; bringing Taiwan's total imports of Saudi crude to 155,000 
barrels per day; nearly half its total ofl imports. Taiwan also buys 
ofl from Kuwait, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunet, Gabon, United 
Arab Emirates and Ecuador, the spokesmen added. 

Brazilian company wins bid in Iraq 

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil ( AP) — The Brazilian construction 
company Meades Junior has won a $330 million bid to build 
bridges and a tunnel in Iraq, the company said Tuesday. The 
contract, to be signed later in the week, calls for the construction 
of nBfc bridges over the Euphrates River in central Iraq, spo- 
kesman Ricardo Gomes Leite said. The company also will build a 
tunnel under the river and deepen 37 kilometres of canals. Men- 
des Junior, Brazil's fourth-largest construction company, already 
has built highways and railroads in Iraq. 

EC to hold talks with N. Yemen 

BRUSSELS,. Belgium (AP) — The European Community EC 
Tuesday decided to open negotiations with North Yemen on a 
co-operation agreement The decision was made by foreign min- 
isters of the EC countries who ended their monthly two-day 
meeting here. They instructed the European commission to start 
talks with North Yemen. The official communique said the trade 
and economic co-operation agreement will be oon-preferential, 

■ revolutionary and also include development aid. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market closed selectively higher in mod- 
erate volume and at 1 500 the FT-SE 1 00 index rose 9.3 to 1 ,103.9 
and the F.T. 30 share index was unchanged at 878.0. 

Government bonds firmed up to half a point in response to the 
higher trend in U.S. credit markets Tuesday. The uptrend pro- 
mpted demand for official supplies of the 50 stg part paid short 
“tap" stock which was offered at 47% pet, dealers said. 

Thorn EMI fell 1 8p more to 564 still on the merger talks with 
British Aerospace, up 6p at 328 after 336. Gold shares and North 
Americans firmed. 

The air attack on a Saudi super tanker prompted fresh demand 
for oils. Britofl at 255 and B.P. at 513 were each up 17p and Shell 
rose 14p to 665 ahead of Thursday’s interim results. 

Commercial Union was 9p up at 21 7 having touched 221 after a 
smaller than expected first quarter loss. Other insurances moved 
up, partly on speculation Allianz Versicherungs AG will now look 
at British firms having withdrawn from the proposed purchase of 
ARMCO's insurances interests. Phoenix, a long time takeover 
favourite, rose 21p to 451. 

Banks rose up to Rp helped by mews of the $4.5 billion standby 
credit facility for Continental Illinois. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the doUarat midday oh 
the London foreign exchange aad bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


13955/65 

1.2916/19 

2.7355/65 

3.0790/0800 

2.2600/10 

55.66/69 

8.4025/75 

1686.25/1687.25 

231.25/35 

8.0420/70 

7.7920/70 

10.0000/50 

374.80/375.30 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



UPDYTE 


LUQL 

J 


GANEET 


THAT STORY ABOUT 
THE E POe WITH THE 
WASHING TAIL 
HAP THIS. 

... / 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


r i -» - 1 .... .. 

(Answers tomorrow);. 

Jumbles: COLIC QUOTA OUTLAW FLURRY 
Answer The gondolier may be serenading you, but 
he’s ready for this— A "ROW 



U.S. 

industrial 
output up 
in April 

WASHINGTON (R) — US. ind- 
ustrial production rose sharply by 
1 .4 per cent in April, nearly triple 
the previous month’s increase, the 
Federal Reserve Board (central 
bank) said Tuesday in a report ind- 
icating the economy is speeding 
ahead. 

The April increase followed 
gains of 1.5 per cent in January 
and one per cent in February. The 
March rise of 0.5 per cent was res- 
trained by poor weather. 

Last month's strong per- 
formance by the nation'sfactories. 
utilities and mines added to con- 
cern about rising interest rates and 
the chances for keeping inflation 
under control. 

Interest rates have been rising 
for several months, reflecting the 
pace of economic' growth. Last 
week, major U.S. banks lifted 
their prime rates — the lending 
rates for their best corporate cus- 
tomers — by a half point to 12.5 
per cent, the third boost in less 
than two months. 

While there was no evidence so 
far that inflation is flaring up, eco- 
nomists and Wall Street investors 
are worried about what lies ahead 
if the pace of economic growth 
registered in the first three months 
of this year continues. 


Union strikes 
spread to 
Mercedes-Benz 
factory 

STUTTGART, West Germany 1 
(AP) — A strike by West German 
Metalworkers spread Wednesday 
ro the Mercedes-Benz factory in 
Stuttgart, where the local union 
called out 32,000 workers starting 
at midnight to press demands for a 
35-bo ur work week. 

Mr. Manfred Dautel. spo- 
kesman for IG Metal! in Stuttgart, 
said the strike began Wednesday 
morning when the early shift did 
not return to the plant. 

IG MetaiTs national hea- 
dquarters in Frankfort cautioned, 
however, that the strike could not 
officially begin until the Union 
Board approved the action. . 

Daimler-Benz, meanwhile, 
announced major cutbacks in 
production starting Thursday at 
the Sindelfingen Car Plant and the 
truck assembly lines at Woerth 
Am Rhein because “of misting 
supplies as a result of the strike in 
the metal industry.” 

The statement said that ass- 
embly lines would be stopped 
early Thursday, affecting 20.000 
workers at Sindelfingen and 4,100 
at the truck plant. 

In addition, the company said 
that 7,300 workers at the car plant 
in Untertoerkheim. in suburban 
Stuttgart, and 5.000 workers at 
the car plant in Bremen would be 
idled later Thursday, also because 
of parts supply problems. 


Chinese minister predicts 
steady growth this year 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY MAY 17-18, 19847 


Soviet oil output falls 


PEKING (K) — China should see another year of 
steady growth in 1984 but key economic areas will 
remain tight and government expenditures must be 
closely watched, China’s top planning and finance 
.ministers said Wednesday. 

Finance Minister Wang Bin- difficulties, which hindered it in 
gqian and State Planning Com-, carrying out essential construction 
mission Chief Song Ping gave det- projects, he said, 
ailed addresses on the progress of Finance Minister Wang fol- 

the economy to the annual mee- lowed Mr. Song with a report on 
tmgofthe National People's Con- the final state accounts for 1983 
gross (NPC), in the Great Hall of and the draft budget for this year, 
the People. Last year was marked by a 4.35 

Mr. Song told the NPC. the billion yuan ($2.18 billion) budget 
country's essentially rubber- deficit, 1.35 billion ($0.7 billion) 
stamp legislature, that agricultural over target, he said- 

production was set to rise five per Mr. Wang said the deficit had 
cent this year and industrial out- hccn caused lar&ely by last year - s 

p t by four per cent. bumper harvests, which meant the 

. state was forced to spend more 
money than it had expected on 
domestic purchases of grain and 
. cotton. 

He predicted the 1984 budget 
deficit would reach three billion 
yuan ($1.5 billion) with revenues 
rising 6.7 per cent to 133.85 bil- 
lion yuan ($66 billion) and exp- 
enditure increasing 5.8 percent to 
136.85 billion ($67.5 billion). 

A disappointing aspect was ear- 
nings from enterprises which fell 


He added that some quotas in 
the 1984 plan were rather low, 
however, and could be surpassed. 

China broke the targets for its 
1981-85 five-year plan last year, 
two years ahead of schedule. 

Bur Mr. Song warned the NPC 
that improvement in economic 
results was still slow due to ine- 
fficiency, an inadequate inf- 
rastructure and tight energy sup- 
plies. 

The stare also faced financial 


well short of budgeted targets 
because they failed to cut pro- 
duction costs and increase profits, 
the said. 


This fiaa contributed to roe 
government’s financial emb- 
arrassment. Mr. Wang said. 

He added that state revenues 
still did not account for a large 
enough proportion of national 
income — in other words. China is 
producing faster than it is handing 
over money to the government. 

China spent 17.71 billion yuan 
(S8.8 billion) for defence last year, 
-he said, just less than the amount 
budgeted. 

Defence spending has been 
given the lowest priority, with agr- 
iculture. industry and science all 
rating above it. 

But Mr. Wang said that defence 
spending would increase slightly 
next year. 

Mr. Song said total exports and 
imports this year would fall 5.1 per 
cent to 81.06 billion yuan ($40.5 
billion) but he gave no reason for 
the predicted reversal. 

If no major natural disasters 
occurred this year the industrial 
and agricultural targets would be 
passed and the state budget would 
show better results than planned. 
Mr.’ Wang said. 


U.S. rate rise hits poor countries 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Poor 
countries will owe at least $1.25 
billion more to banks Lhis year 
because of the rise in the U.S. 
prime rate of interest last week 
from 12 to 12.5 per cent, the 
World Bank estimates. 

A.W. Clausen, the bank's pre- 
sident. has put the total foreign 
debt at $810 billion. Many eco- 
nomists doubt it can ever be rep- 
aid. The interest rate on much of 
this debt varies with the money 
market. 

The new figure comes shortly 
before a major conference in Paris 
where high U.S. interest rates are 
again expected to be the subject of 
heavy criticism. Treasury Sec- 
retary Donald Regan will head the 
U.S. delegation to the two-day 
annual meeting of the Org- 
anisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development 
(OECD) which opens Thursday. 

OECD’s 24 members include 


West Germany, Japan. Britain 
and the other major industrial 
countries of the non-Communist 
world. Many of their leaders 
blame U.S. policies for high int- 
erest rates. Critics argue that the 
large U.S. federal deficit requires 
the U.S. government to borrow so 
much money that interest rates — 
the price of borrowed money — 
are forced up. 

The meeting will be followed 
. early next month in London by the 
annual economic summit of seven 
leading industrial countries. 

The latest increase in interest 
rates has revived worry about its 
effects .on debtor nations, esp- 
ecially after a warning from Pre- 
sident Raul Alfonsin of Argentina 
that it end angers “social peace” in 
hiscountry. Argentina has $44 bil- 
lion in debt. 

Last month 54 people died in 
rioting in the Dominican Republic 
brought on by food price inc- 


reases. The increases were dec- 
reed by the Dominican gov- 
ernment in an effort to improve its 
financial situation and satisfy the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Nigeria. Africa's most populous 
country, has S20-billion debt. It 
recently had to get terms from its 
creditors to delay overdue pay- 
ments of $3 billion. On Dec. 31, 
the army ousted an elected civilian 
government and accused its lea- 
ders of financial corruption. 

“The ‘debt bomb” ... continues 
to tick loudly despite good adj- 
ustment in some countries and the 
pickup in world economic growth, 
and is jeopardised particularly by 
the renewed rise in U.S. interest 
rates and continuing onset of new 
trade restrictions." C, Fred Ber- 
gsten, former assistant secretary 
of state for international affairs 
told the joint economic committee 
of Congress this week. 


Israeli cost of living rises 20 per cent 


TEL AVIV (AP) — IsraePs cost 
of living index rose 20.6 per cent 
in April, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics announced on Tuesday. 

The rise in the price index dur- 
ing the last 12 months was 263 per 
cent. 

It indicated a major increase 
in the inflation rate since the beg- 
inning of the year: Prices rose by 
191 per cent in 1983. 

The increase was the second 
highest in any month in the cou- 
ntry’s history, and the highest 
April figure. 

Economic commentators are 
predicting that inflation wiU rise to 
300 per cent or more by the end of 
this year. - 


The price rise in March was 10.7 
per cent, and 13.3 per cent in 
April 1983. 

Finance Minister Yigal 
Cohen-Orgad said the jump in the 
rate of inflation was partly bec- 
ause April traditionally showed a 
steep increase in prices. But he 
said the change in government 
policy since last October had also 
contributed to the steeply rising 
prices. 

Mr. Cohen-Orgad decided after 
becoming finance minister in Oct- 
ober that his first priority should 
be to fight Israel's climbing bal- 
ance of payments deficit rather 
than inflation, and cut gov- 
ernment spending, particularly on 


food and other subsidies. 

But economics professor Eye an 
Sheshinsky said in a radio int- 
erview that the main reason for 
the jump in the April index was 
the sharp increase in the money 
supply in the last few months. The . 
government has been forced to 
pour billions of shekels into the 
economy as the public redeemed 
government bonds and savings 
schemes without re-investing its 
money in new savings. 

The statistical office announced 
on Monday that the balance of 
trade deficit for the first four 
months of 1984 was $832 million, 
a 21 per cent fall compared with 
January — April 1983. 



I WONDER IF I SHOULD 
TRY TO FM TOC&Y...MY 
ARM HURTS, AW STOMACH 
HURTS AND MY BACK HURTS 



PONT LET YOUR BODY 

push you Around; 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 
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MOSCOW (R) — Soviet oil pro- 
duction dropped marginally in the 
first four months of 1984 and has 
now fallen below target every 
-month since September, official 
figures published Wednesday 
show. 

The figures, issued by the Cen- 
tral Statistics Office and published 
in the weekly Ekonomichcskaya 
Ga 2 eta. showed output in the 
four-month period was unc- 
hanged at 204 million tonnes. 

But Western economic experts 
said the figure was rounded up. 
since the percentage given showed 


the oil sector produced 99.9 per 
ccm of last year’s output. 

Recent reports have blamed the 
oil industry's problems on growing 
difficulties in extracting oil from 
western Siberia, but the new- 
spaper said it had failed to reach 
its target because mechanisation 
and repair of existing wells was 
slow. It had also fallen behind in 
putting new' deposits into ope- 
ration. it said. 

Natural gas output was up nine 
percent from January- April 1983 
at 194 billion cubic metres. 


U.K. miners’ wives arrested 


LONDON (R) — Police Wed- 
nesday made their first arrests of 
women on picket fines at coal 
mines still working despite the 
two- month-old strike by most of 
Britain's 1 >80.000 miners. 

The 14 wives of striking miners 
arrested in one place in central 
England included Anne Scargill. 
wife of Arthur Scargill. Marxist 
President of the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM). He has 


been urging miners' w'ives to join 
the campaign. 

No charges against the 14 
women were made immediately. 

Police in Nottinghamshire, 
where NUM members still wor- 
king arc centred, reported inc- 
reased picket line violence Tue- 
sday when 50 men were charged 
with riot offences punishable by 
unlimited fines and prison sen- 
tences. 




FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime finds you 
eager to make some interesting changes end you also 
have the opportunity to arrange matters at a distance 
or with those very different from yourself. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Morning is ideal for find- 
ing ways to advance and expand, and later discuss plans 
with allies. Study your worldly status. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get into monetary af- 
fairs with others early and settle them to your satisfac- 
tion. Try to please mate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21} Talk over with part- 
ners your mutual principles and policies early and later 
you can put them in practice. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Find a more 
efficient way of handling your regular work and gain 
more benefits in the future. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You understand what should 
be done to get your creativity working more profitably 
in the future. Then get right to work on it. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Handle home situation 
cleverly and have more happiness there in the future. 
Know what it is your mate wants. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You have good ideas for 
being more productive in routine weak and should state 
them to higher-ups. Then later put them in operation. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Study that plan for a 
better future financially and later get in touch with ex- 
perts who can assist you with it 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get ideas worked 
out so that you can advance more easily since they are 
very good. Show affection to kin. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Daytime ia fine for 
planning what you want to gain in the weeks ahead. 
Then state your aims to those who can assist you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Discuss your plans 
for the future with close ties and good friends and gain 
their cooperation. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Know what it is you truly 
want during the day and know how much you have pro- 
gressed in the outside world toward your goals. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who early in life will know which profession is 
best to follow and should be encouraged to follow inclina- 
tions, which are quite intelligent. In maturity, your pro- 
geny will begin a campaign of success that will last 
throughout the lifetime 

* * * 

“The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

© 1984. The McNaugbt Syndicate, Inc. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 18, 1884 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is not only a good 
day to see influential persons and get them to back 
whatever project you have but also to improve your 
health. Your judgment is more radiant than usual 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A fine day for you to 
handle worldly affairs that are important to your 
welfare, so be practical and efficient. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have fin« practical 
ideas and should put them in operation quickly; do not 
sweep them under the rug. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Plan time to talk over 
deali n g s with others so that a fine accord is reached and 
both sides are satisfied. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Talk over 
with an expert how beet you can carry through with any 
agreements you have made. Be more practical 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Persevere at that work ahead 
of you and it can bring in fine benefits. Delight your 
mate with a nice bouquet of flowers tonight. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept, 22) Plan the recreations that 
most appeal to you and then you can enjoy them with 
good friends. Avoid a troublemaker. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Plan the weekend well 
so that you and your family are happier and then im- 
prove conditions at home. 

- SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Ideal day to com- 
municate well with others, especially in business mat- 
ters. Visit out-of-town guests. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Finances are 
pretty much an your mind and this is good since yon . 
know just how to become more prosperous. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A fine day to con- 
sider your own needs and wants and go after them in 
a positive fashion. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Privately get into 
practical matters and make progress and forget all that 
daydreaming for awhile. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) See that good and 
practical-minded friend for the assistance you need to 
gain your fondest aims. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who can easily gain the favor of bigwigs since 
ther e will be an intuitive tuning in to thair practical 
needs and will try to please them. Teach to not bully 
anyone. This could be a most prosperous and successful 
life. 

• • • 

“The Stars impel; they do not compel" What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

© 1984, The McNanght Syndicate, Inc. 
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Costa Rica, Nicaragua 
sign border agreement 


PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) — The foreign min- 
isters of Costa Rica and Nicaragua signed a six-point 
agreement Tuesday night aimed at lessening tension 
and armed conflict on their common border. 


Following a day-long meeting 
sponsored by the four-nation 
Comadora group. Foreign Min- 
isters Miguel cFEscoto of Nic- 
aragua and Jose Gutierrez of 
Costa Rica, agreed on a joint 
“commission of supervision and 
prevention** for border ins- 
pections. 

The commission also would 
recommend solutions to problems 
between the two countries, and 
would include representatives 
from Costa Rica. Nicaragua and 
from each of the four Comadora 
countries — Mexico. Colombia. 
Venezuela and Panama. 

•'This means the creation of a 
new mechanism to try to solve 
border problems that have been 
causing friction between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua.” Mr. Gut- 
ierrez said. “I hope that we can 
avoid further tensions." 

“This whole concept of solving 


Central America's problems thr- 
ough Comadora is enhanced, is 
strengthened by this agreement.'' 
he said. 

Rebels trying to topple the San- 
dinista government in Nicaragua 
have operated from Costa Rica. 
As a spillover from those hos- 
tilities, there have been sporadic 
dashes between Nicaraguan sol- 
diers and Costa Rican border gua- 
rds. 

Relations between Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica, which tries to 
maintain a position of unarmed 
neutrality, have deteriorated ser- 
iously in recent weeks. 

Mr. Gutierrez said the agr- 
eement would not affect Costa 
Rica's recent request for military 
aid from the United States, which 
he said does not reflect a desire to 
take up arras against Nicaragua. 

“We have no army," he said. 
“ and we only asked for small arras 


for our police forces.” 

Mr. D'Escoto accused the Uni- 
ted States of creating tensions 
between Costa Rica and Nic- 
aragua “through the utilisation of 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) in Costa Rican territory." , 
Costa Rica has denied previous 
accusations that the CIA has inf- 
luence in the country. 

The administration of President 
Ronald Reagan wants Costa Rica 
to take a more militant stand in its 
relations with Nicaragua, and rec- 
ently offered . the government a 
multi million- dollar military aid 
package. 

Costa Rica has said it was to 
provide better arms and equ- 
ipment for its border police force. 

“I hope that through this agr- 
eement the Reagan adm- 
inistration will get the point." Mr. 
D'Escoto said. “Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua do not want to have dif- 
ficulties with one another.” 

The Contadora Group has been 
trying since January 1983 to come 
up with peaceful solutions to con- 
flicts in Central America. 


Mondale calls for C. American talks 


SANFRANCISCO. California 
(AP) — Democratic presidential 
contender Walter Mondale bra- 
nded President Ronald Reagan's 
Central American policy a failure 
Tuesday and called for immediate 
talks seeking withdrawal of all 
outside forces in the region. 

“If Mr. Reagan wants a military 
solution, he will end up com- 
mitting our country to direct mil- 
itary intervention." the- former 
vice president said in a speech to 
the World Affairs Council. 

Mr. Mondale demanded an end 


to U.S. military exercises in the 
area, saying “ Mr. Reagan's failed 
policies are leading us toward war 
in that region.” 

Mr. Mondale opened his speech 
with a comment on the National 
Assembly elections held in the 
Philippines on Monday. The can- 
didate said it is impossible to know 
now’ whether the elections were 
fair. 

But he described Vice President 
George Bush's remark that Phi- 
lippine President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos is “a friend of democracy” as 


“an outrageous statement.” 

Mr. Mondale said, “2 hope Mr. 
Reagan will press the Marcos reg- 
ime for a speedy return to dem- 
ocratic government." 

He also lashed out at Dem- 
ocratic rival Sen. Gary Hart as 
“unsteady and inconsistent’' on 
foreign policy. 


“Today, we have a president 
who shoots from the hip on for- 
eign policy,” Mr. Mondale said. 
“We don’t need yet another one in 
1984. 


Sikh extremists to resume agitation 


AMRITSAR. India (AP) — Pol- 
ice investigating a terrorist attack 
on a crowded movie theatre in a 
town south of here seized a cache 
of grenades and automatic wea- 
pons in a raid Tuesday on the off- 
ice of an outlawed Sikh student 
group. 

Authorities said police arrested 
nine suspected terrorists in the 
raid in Sriganganagar. 325 kil- 
ometres south of Amritsar, in 
Rajasthan state. 

The raid followed a grenade 
attack on a movie theatre in the 
town late Sunday in which three 
people were killed and 36 wou- 
nded. 

Also on Tuesday, senior leaders 
of the Akali Dal. the main Sikh 
political party, met in the Golden 
Temple in this Sikh holy city to 


discuss plans to resume agitation 
for greater political and religious 
autonomy in troubled Punjab 
state at the end of the month. 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
meanwhile, drew fire from an 
eight-party national opposition 
coalition, who said the gov- 
ernment had “lost the moral aut- 
hority to rule” because of“ its col- 
ossal failure" to halt terrorist vio- 
lence in Punjab. 

About 250 people have been 
killed in the northern Indian state 
in the past three months. In recent 
days. Sikh terrorists have been 
blamed in the deaths of 1 3 people. 

In neighbouring Haryana, Hin- 
dus protesting the slaying of editor 
Ramesh Chander turned violent 
when police stopped an anti- 
government procession in Rohtak 


in violation of a statewide ban on 
public assembly. Four policemen 
were injured by the rock-hurling 
crowd, officials said. 


And in Jullundur city, where 
Mr. Chander was killed, aut- 
horities extended a curfew thr- 
ough Thursday to prevent further 
violence. 


In a later development, officials 
said unidentified Sikh gunmen 
shot and wounded two policemen 
who had gone to a village in Amr- 
itsar district Tuesday night to visit 
relatives. The assailants escaped. 


Six terrorists armed with rifles 
and pistols broke into a gov- 
ernment office building in Pun- 
jab’s Batala district early Wed- 
nesday and set fire to the building, 
reducing it to ashes, police said. 


Jailed Solidarity leader stabs himself 


WARSAW (R) — An imprisoned 
leader of the banned Solidarity 
labour movement has stabbed 
himself in the stomach in his cell 
and will spend eight to 1 0 days in 
hospital, a JRolish prison adm- 
inistrator said Wednesday. 

Piotr Bednarz. who was a mem- 
ber of the union's underground 
leadership before his capture in 
November 1982. wounded him- 
self early on Monday morning at 
Barcze wo Prison in northern Pol- 


and. Col. Stanislaw Wrona said. 

Mr. Bednarz' s action followed 
accusations of maltreatment at 
Barczewo. where hunger strikes 
have been staged since December. 
The accusations were made by 
political prisoners in testimony at 
an open trial earlier this month, 
opposition sources said. 

Opposition sources said Mr. 
Bednarz was one of nine convicted 
political prisoners at Barczewo 
who on May 5 and 1 2 accused jail 


staff of brutality against them 
when called to testify at a trial of 
one of their number. Wladyslaw 
.Frasyniuk. 


Mr. Frasyniuk, once Mr. Bed- 
narz' s superior in the former Sol- 
idarity stronghold of Wroclaw, 
south-Westem Poland, was con- 
victed of offences against prison 
regulations. He was given a 10- 
month sentence in addition to his 
three-year term. 



A Soviet Oscar-class missile submarine is caught on 
the surface of Uie sea recently by a Norwegian sur- 
veillance aircraft. This photo provides the best view 


yet obtained of this new Soviet submarine (AP wire 
photo) 


Soviet carrier ends manoeuvres 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
helicopter carrier Leningrad, big- 
gest Soviet warship ever to ope- 
rate in the Caribbean, apparently 
is heading homeward after seven 
weeks of manoeuvres with the 
Cuban Navy and visits ro Cuban 
ports, defence officials said Tue- 
sday. 

The 20.000-ton Leningrad is 
accompanied by an advanced, 
8,000-ton guided-missile des- 
troyer, a diesel-powered sub- 
marine and a tanker, said the off- 
icials, who spoke only on con- 
dition that they not be identified. 

At last report, the Soviet squ- 
adron. whose appearance in the 
Caribbean in March caused U.S. 
authorities some concern, was in 
the mid-Atlantic apparently hea- 
ded for the Mediterranean. Navy 
officials believe the Leningrad 
squadron is returning to its Black 
Sea home waters. 

Soviet warships have been vis- 
iting Cuba periodically since 
1969, but rarely have they drawn 
the attention focused by the Uni- 
ted States on the arrival of the 
Leningrad and its accompanying 
ships in the Caribbean on March 


25. 


Defence Department Spo- 
kesman Michael Burch said that 
the appearance of the squadron 
“shows the importance the Soviet 
Union places on the region.'' 

While the Leningrad was in the 
Caribbean, U.S. sea, ground and 
air units staged a major exercise 
called Ocean Venture. 

The Leningrad Squadron eng- 
aged in anti-submarine warfare 
manoeuvres with ships of the 
Cuban Navy in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, in tandem with anti- 
submarine warfare exercises inv- 
olving the Soviet Bear bombers 
which fly out of Cuba from time to 
time, the sources said. 

The Ocean Venture exercise 
ended about a week before the 
Leningrad squadron left Havana 
last Friday. 


New photo of submarine 


In London Jane's Defence wee- 
kly on Tuesday published a pho- 
tograph of one of the Soviet 
navy's new Oscar-class missile- 
firing nuclear submarines seen by 
a Norwegian surveillance aircraft 


in the Barents sea off northern 
Norway. 

The photograph, the most det- 
ailed yet obtained of the giant 
14.000-ton Oscars, clearly shows 
' six hatches on either side of the 
conning tower for the boat’s 24 
SS-N-19 anti-ship missiles and 
what naval specialists believe is a 
towed sonar system. 

The Oscar is the most advanced 
attack sub in the Soviet Navy. Jn 
addition to the one thar is ope- 
rational, more are believed to be 
in production at Severodvinsk, 
near Archangel on the White Sea 
near the Finnish border, Jane’s 
said. 

The magazine, printed by the 
authoritative Jane's Publications, 
noted in a separate article that 
Soviet submarines plaguing Swe- 
den's coastline in recent years 
have “outmanoeuvred" the 
Swedes’ defence systems through 
“superior technology." 

The British Defence Ministry 
noted th3tthe Soviets' burgeoning 
submarine fleet — 361 at the last 
Western count — constitutes “ the 
greatest threat” to NATO in the 
Eastern Atlantic. 


Bush, Zia 


begin talks 


IMURREE, Pakistan (R) — U.S. 
Vice President George Bush and 
Pakistan’s President Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq met in this hill resort 
Wednesday for talks likely to 
focus mainly on the war in nei- 
ghbouring Afghanistan. 

There was no formal agenda for 
the talks, expected to last several 
hours. But Pakistani officials said 
other issues such as the Iran-Iraq 
war. the Middle East and East- 
West relations were also likely 
topics. 

Mr. Bush gave Gen. Zia a letter 
from President Reagan as the two 
met in the president's mountain 
top villa in the British-built hill 
station 40 kilometres northeast of 
Islamabad, the officials said. The 
contents of the letter were not dis- 
closed. 

Mr. Bush hinted Tuesday he 
might bring up domestic issues 
when he told reporters in New 
Delhi that Washington was using 
its dialogue with Islamabad to 
encourage a return to democracy 
in Pakistan. 

' Gen. Zia. who took power in a 
1 977 coup, has promised elections 
by nfext March but the banned pol- 
itical opposition charges the polls 
will only prolong army rule. Last 
week Gen. Zia cracked down on 
all political reporting in the press. 

Mr. Bush and his aides will be 
talking to Gen. Zia, Foreign Min- 
ister Sahabzada Vaqub Khan. 
Finance Minister Ghulara Ishaq 
Khan and Vice-Chief of army 
Staff General K.M. Arif. 

On his arrival from India Tt» 
sday, Mr. Bush said Washington 
wanted “a strong, stable and ind- 
ependent Pakistan at peace with 
its neighbours". 

He said the United States, 
which extended Islamabad a $3.2 
billion arms-and-aid package 
after the 1979 Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan, had an enduring 
commitment to stability in South 
Asia. 


Cameroun 
releases 200 
detainees 


YAOUNDE (R)— Camerounian 
authorities have ‘released more 
than 200 people held since last 
month’ s coup attempt agai nst Pre- 
sident Paul Biya. official sources 
said Tuesday. 

Most of them were freed in the 
last two days, they said. One off- 
icial said he saw a security officer 
back at duty at the capital's airport 
after being set free Monday. 

The government has said more 
than 1.000 people were arrested 
after loyal troops put down the 
uprising by dissident members of 
the Presidential Guard in which 
more than 70 people were killed. 

Among those arrested after ihe 
April 6 and 7 uprising were some 
civilians suspected of links with 
the plotters. It was not imm- 
ediately clear if any civilians were 
among those released. 

It was also not clear whether 
those set free had been cleared by 
a special inquiry commission or 
whether their release meant the 
permanent military court in Yao- 
unde had started trying those imp- 
licated in the plot. 

■Mr. Biya set up the inquiry 
commission last month to est- 
ablish the involvement or inn- 
ocence of those arrested. 


U.S., Mexico differ over C. America 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan and his 
Mexican counterpart Miguel de la 
Madrid openly differed over Cen- 
tral American policy Tuesday. 

Mr. Reagan blamed totalitarian 
outsiders for pouring gasoline on a 
neighbourhood fire, while his 
Mexican guest urged rejection of 
“interventionist solutions of any 
kind." 

During a formal welcoming cer- 
emony for Mr. De la Madrid on 
the south lawn of the White 
House. Mr. Reagan ack- 
nowledged that the United States 
and Mexico disagree about how to 
deal with the turmoil in Central 
America. But he said they differ 
“not on goals or principles (bur) 
on the means by which to achieve 
our goals." 

Mr. De la Madrid, whose nation 
is part of the Contadora Group 
trying to secure a regional peace 
treaty for Central America, war- 
ned that “the risk of a generalised 
war. the scope and duration of 
which no one can foresee, is gro- 
wing." 

“Every country on the con- 
tinent must do its utmost to res- 


tore peace and avoid war by res- 
pecting and upholding the sov- 
ereignly of its people to decide 
their own destiny and by rejecting 
interventionist solutions of any 
kind." the Mexican President said, 
speaking through an interpreter. 

He avoided any specific men- 
tion of U.S. involvement in the 
region, however, either io the 
form of economic and military 
support for the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment or in covert operations 
against the Sandinist government 
in Nicaragua. 

The disagreements between the 
two countries over Central Ame- 
rica have not been debated ope- 
nly, but Mexican and American 
officials have accused each other 
privately of feeding conflict in the 
region. The two countries have 
been supporting opposite sides in 
the civil wars in both Nicaragua 
and El-Salvador. 

Mr. Reagan laid the blame for 
what he called the conflagration in 
Central America squarely at the 
feet of “a totalitarian coalition 
which has undermined what we 
had hoped would be a democratic 
revolution." The Reagan , adm- 


inistration says Soviet-backed 
Nicaragua is exporting revolution 
to its neighbours. 


"Like a fire in one’s nei- 
ghbourhood. this threat should be 
of concern to every nation in the 
hemisphere," Mr. Reagan said, 
adding that the totalitarian cou- 
ntries "have been pouring gas- 
oline onto the fire by pumping 
massive supplies of weapons into 
Central America and encouraging 
tyranny and aggression.” 


He expressed appreciation for 
the Contadora Group’s efforts to 
write a peace treaty for the region 
and said he hoped their 21-point 
list of objectives could translate 
into verifiable treaty provisions. 


Mr. De.la Madrid, mentioning 
his own and the Contadora 
Group's goals, said: " Let us apply 
the principles and rules of int- 
ernational law established by the 
countries of the American con- 
tinent: Self-determination, non- 
intervention. equality of states 
before the law. peaceful solution 
of conflicts and international 
co-operation For development." 


S. Korean dissidents urge election boycott 
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BEING HYPERACTIVE CAN BE DANGEROUS 


North-South vulnerable. 
East deals. 

NORTH 
4 AJ32 
UAKQ5 
O A J94 
46 

WEST EAST 

4 Q104 4 8 

<? 976 <7 J 10 8 3 2 

0 105 0 K 76 

4KQJ93 48752 

SOUTH 
4K9765 
04 

0 0832 
4 A 104 
The bidding; 

East South West North 
Pass Pass Pass 1 4 

2 S7 24 44 4S? 

Pass 4 NT Pass 5 4 

Pass 5 NT Pass 6 4 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4 


suit and. when the queen did 
not drop and the diamond 
finesse lost, South went 
down one. 

The auction shown took 
place in the room where Italy 


The United States 
defeated Italy by the nar- 
rowest of margins in the 1983 
World Team Championship, 
played in Stockholm. Slams 
played a key role in the out- 
come. This one went in favor 
of Italy. 

In one room, the Italians 
stayed out of the auction, and 
the Americans reached six 
spades. Declarer took the 
percentage play in the trump 


sat North-South. North's one 
club opening bid was artifi- 
cial and strong. With the 
vulnerability in his favor. 
East decided on a sub- 
standard jump over call of 
two hearts, showing a heart- 
dub two-suiter. That did not 
keep the Italians from 
reaching the spade slam, but 
it did have unfortunate 
repercussions (for the 
Americans) in the play. 

Declarer won the opening 
dub lead with the ace and, 
since East was marked with 
at least nine cards in the 
suits he had promised and 
had little in the way of high 
cards for his action, dedarer 
elected to play him for a 
singleton spade. So at trick 
two, he cashed the king of 
spades and then led a trump 
■ to the jack. When that held, 
the diamond finesse was only 
a matter of an overtrick. 

The Italians gained 17 In- 
ternational Match Points on 
the hand and took a 23 IMP 
lead after only two boards of 
the 176-board final. 


French president begins 
state visit to Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (R) — President 
Francois Mitterrand of France arr- 
ived in Sweden Wednesday for a 
stale visit and talks with gov- 
ernment ministers expected to 
focus on East-West relations. 
Central America and economic 
affairs. 

Officials said the question of a 
Nordic nuclear-free zone and a 
nuclear-free corridor in Central 
Europe were likely to figure pro- 
minently in talks between Mr. 
Mitterrand and Swedish Social 
Democratic Prime Minister Olof 
Palme, a strong advocate of both. 

In a pre- visit Swedish television 
interview shown Tuesday night, 
the French Socialist president 
expressed sympathy with the idea 
of nuclear-free zones but said he 
doubted whether they were pra- 
cticable in Europe. 

Mr. Mitterrand and his wife 
Damelie, here for a two-day Nor- 
wegian visit, drove in a heavily- 
guarded motorcade to the Royal 
Palace for lunch with King Carl 
Gustav and Queen Sylvia. 

For security reasons, he did not 
travel in the open horse-drawn, 
carriage normally used by visiting 
heads of state. 

With Mr. Mitterrand are Ext- 
ernal Relations Minister Gaude 
Cheysson and Industry Minister 
Laurent Fabius. They will hold 
talks with their Swedish cou- 
nterparts. 

Mr. Mitterrand tofd Swedish 
journalists at the weekend that the 
purpose of his visit was to improve 
Franco-Swedish relations in all 



Francois Mitterrand 


fields as he considered them very 
underdeveloped. 

The last French president to 
visit Sweden was Raymond Poi- 
ncare in 1914. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s schedule for 
Wednesday included a visit to the 
Swedish Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences before the first of several 
meetings with Mr. Palme. 

There was a possibility of Mr. 
Mitterrand facing demonstrations 
by opponents of French South 
Pacific nuclear tests. On Monday 
the second such rest in a week occ- 
urred at Mururoa Atoll. 

Neutral Sweden has repeatedly 
urged a comprehensive ban on 
nuclear tests in general, though- 
officials said France had never' 
been singled out for criticism. 


SEOUL (R) — A group of 23 
South Korean dissidents Wed- 
nesday urged a boycott of par- 
liamentary elections, unless the 
government guarantees normal 
political activity and more dem- 
ocratic freedoms. 

In a statement, they demanded 
that the government free almost 
100 politicians from a ban on pol- 
itical activity, abolish alleged 
black lists of workers and re- 
instate journalists who they say 
lost their jobs for ami-government 
activities. 

The dissidents include Christian 
ministers, academics, human 
rights campaigners and former 


journalists. 

Most are supporters of Kim 
Dae-Jung, who is now living in the 
United States after being freed in 
1 982 from a 20-ycar jail term for 
sedition. 

Their statement, read by the 
Rev. Moon Ik-Hwan who staged a 
1 9-day hunger strike last year to 
call for democracy, urged South 
Koreans not to take part in the 
elections unless the demands are 
met. 

Parliamentary elections are 
expected late this year or early 
next. 

The statement urged people not 
to watch programmes of the 


state-run Korea Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (KBS) in protest against what 
it called distorted reporting of dis- 
sident activities. 

It accused the United States and 
Japan of supporting the “die-- 
[atonal” military government in 
Seoul. 

The government has lifted a ban 
on political activity form about 
20fl politicians and dissidents this 
year but it still remains on 99 oth- 
ers. 

Those still affected by the 
eight-year ban. due to end in 
1988. include Kim Dae-Jung and 
former opposition leader Kim 
Young- Sam. 


Pentagon says U.S. fighting ability improved 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan's arms build up has sub- 
stantially improved the ability of 
U.S. Armed Forces to fight a war. 
the Pentagon said Tuesday. 

It said in a statement released to 
counter criticism that rapidly ris- 
ing defence spendng had brought 
little improvement in capability 
that all branches of the military 
had more and better equipment 
and personnel than when Mr. 
Reagan assumed office in 1981. 

But the Pentagon said it still had 
some way to go before it was fully 
satisfied and would continue to 
seek more money. 

"This substantial improvement 
does not mean we can rest com- 
fortably on progress to date," it 
said. “There is still room for imp- 
rovement.” 

Deputy Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Taft told a news conference 
at which the statement was rel- 
eased: “The improvement is fra- 
gile. Inadequate funding can undo 
the progress made. We need to do 
more,” 

He said the military still needed 


more spare pans and munitions 
and better pay for its men. 

The administration originally 
requested $305 billion for defence 
in financial year 1985. up 13 per 
cent over the current year taking 
inflation into account. 

But it pared the figure back by 
$14 billion in the face of con- 
gressional concern oyer the size of 
the federal budget deficit. 

Mr. Taft said the cut unq- 
uestionably would have an impact 
on U.S. fighting capability. Some 
programmes would have to be 
postponed and others delayed, he 
said. 

But asked if the United States 
was ready to fight a major war 
today, he replied: "We are ready 
to do the mission we are asked to 
do and with the forces at hand." ' 

Administration critics have 
accused Mr. Reagan of spending 
too much on expensive new wea- 
pons and not enough on making 
units ready for combat. Thomas 
O’Neill, the Democrat who is spe- 
aker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. said in March that 


U.S. combat readiness had act- 
ually declined under Mr. Reagan. 

The Pentagon responded Tue- 
sday that such assertions were a 
“disservice to American ser- 
vicemen and servicewomen and 
the nation they are pledged to def- 
end." 


The Pentagon report said U.S. 
strategic forces had improved with 
the procurement of 18 B-l bom- 
bers and 21 peacekeeper int- 
ercontinental ballistic missiles. 
The Trident 2 submarine- 
launched ballistic missile had ent- 
ered full-scale development. 

Aircraft production had been 
expanded with 1,320 new tactical 
warplanes funded between 1981 
and 1984, giving a 75 per cent inc- 
rease over 1980 inventories. 

The navy had increased the 
number of deployable battle force 
ships from 479 in 1980 to 525. 
while the army had been allocated 
more tanks and other armour, 
rockets and attack helicopters. 
The marines had added more 
armour and missiles. 



Pope donates 
bullet to shrine 


FATIMA. Portugal (R) — Pope 
John Paul has donated the bullet 
that injured him in Rome in May . 
1981 to the Roman Catholic San- 
ctuary at Fatima, a sanctuary spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. The spo- 
kesman said the Pope, who was 
shot and seriously injured by Tur- 
kish gunman Mehmet Ali Agca in 
St. Peter’s. Square, on May 13, 
1981, gave the bullet to the Bis- 
hop of Leiria and Fatima during a 
pilgrimage to Rome. The Pope 
said after he was shot that his rec- 
overy was due to the Madonna of 
Fatima whom the Catholic Church 
believes appeared to children in a 
field in Fatima on May 13. 1917. 
The bullet will be put on show in a 
museum being built to house Fat- 
ima relics. 


Priest wins 
$195,000 prize 


LONDON (R) — An English cle- 
rgyman who founded a "listening 
post?' to monitor religious per- 
secution in the Soviet Bloc was 
awarded a $195,000 prize Tue- 
sday for furthering progress in rel- 
igion. Anglican priest Michael 
Bourdeaux received the Tem- 
pleton Prize, the world's biggest 
annual cash award, from Queen 
Elizabeth's husband Prince Philip 
at a private ceremony in Buc- 
kingham Palace, which has been 
described as a Nobel Prize for Rel- 
igion. is funded by a foundation 
ser up by American-born banker 
John Templeton, a leading Pre- 
sbyterian layman. Bourdeaux, 50. 
set up a centre for the study of 
religion and Communism in 1 969, 
aiming to monitor persecution and 
publicise h in the West. Since 
1974 it has been based at Kesion 
College in Kent, southeast Eng- 
land. 


Housewife 
wins $5.5ra 


NEW YORK (R) — An imp- 
overished Ecuadorean immigrant 
who lives with her husband and 
four childreo in the south Bronx 
Tuesday became New York's lat- 
est millionaire. Mrs. Braula Men- 
eses, 33. who speaks no English, 
came forward Tuesday as the fou- 
rth and final winner of last wee- 
kend’s record $22.1 -million New 
York State Lottery, the largest lot- 
tery in North American history. 
Mra. Meneses said through a tra- 
nslator that she waited a day to 
claim her winnings because “I was 
too nervous and wanted to calm 
down. “Her husband. Sixto Ara- 
uze. 47. said he would quit his job 
as a mechanic because “now I am 
the boss. I don't work." The other 
winners in the lottery were a man- 
icurist. a hospital maid and a mac- 
hinist. AH said they, loo were qui- 
tting their jobs. 


Child pornographer 
gets 4 years 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 43- 
year-old grandmother, alleged by 
police to have run the biggest child 
pornography ring in U.S. history, 
was sentenced Tuesday to four 
years imprisonment. Mrs. Cathy 
Wilson had pleaded guilty to dis- 
tributing child pornography. The 
mother of five children was all- 
eged by police to have headed a 
5 5 00. 000 -a- year mail order bus- 
iness which dealt in films such as 
“Little but Lewd" and "Randy 
Lolitas" and in pornographic 
magazines. She lived in the exc- 
lusive Los Angeles suburb of 
Hancock Park, kept a Rolls- 
Royce and a Mercedes Benz in a 
fleer of cars, and her younger chi- 
ldren attended an expensive pri- 
vate school. 


Australian state 
passes gay reform 


SYDNEY (R) — Rival groups 
traded insults outside the par- 
liament of the Australian state of 
New South Wales Tuesday as it 
legalised homosexual acts bet- 
ween consenting men. About 100 
members of a Gay Rights group 
and an equal number from church 
groups opposed to the reform car- 
ried banners and chanted slogans 
supporting their views. There was 
also uproar inside parliament, 
where opposition members des- 
cribed the ruling Labour Party’s 
move for reform as “outrageous", 
“obnoxious” and “abhorrent.’’ 
But the legislation was passed with 
the required two-thirds majority 
to make homosexual acts between 
consenting males over 1 8 years of j 
age legal within the stale. Soc- 
iologists say there is a large hom- 
osexual community among the 
three million people in the state 
capital, Sydney. 
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